
HCPH Priority Public Health Issues for 2013-2018
Selected for the magnitude of the issue and our ability to make progress in Harris County

Operationalizing One Health at a Local 
Level – Harris County Public Health

Dana Wiltz-Beckham, DVM, MPH, MBA
Director, Office of Science, Surveillance & Technology 

Harris County Public Health (HCPH)
Forum on Microbial Threats Workshop on One Health

February 23, 2021
Houston/Harris County, TX



HCPH Priority Public Health Issues for 2013-2018
Selected for the magnitude of the issue and our ability to make progress in Harris County

Harris County is the third most 

populous county with over 4.7 

million people spread over 

1,778 square miles.
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HARRIS COUNTY IS HOME TO…

One of the most diverse communities 
in America

 The world’s largest medical center 

One of the world’s largest ports

 Two international airports

 The nation’s largest concentration 
petro-chemical facilities

 The largest refugee health screening 
program in Texas  
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HCPH ORGANIZATIONAL 
FRAMEWORK

5 Offices

Office of Communications 
Education and Engagement

Office of Finance Services 
and Support

Office of Policy and Planning

Office of Public Health 
Preparedness and Response

Office of Science Surveillance 
and Technology

5 Divisions

 Disease Control and Clinical 
Prevention Division

 Environmental Public Health 
Division

 Mosquito Vector Control 
Division 

 Nutrition and Chronic Disease 
Division

 Veterinary Public Health 
Division
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 Tropical Storm Allison (2001)

 Nation’s first Biowatch hit in Houston (2003)

 Monkey Pox found in exotic pet market (2003)

 Possible Lassa Fever on cargo ship – Africa (2004)

 Crosby Well natural gas explosion (2005) 

 Hurricane Katrina Response – Astrodome (2005)

 Hurricane Rita Evacuation (2005)

 Multi-State GI illness investigation – soccer (2005)

 Fake Flu Investigation (2005)

 Hydrobromic acid release – (2006)

 Rabies Response – teenager death (2006)

 Hepatitis A Response – restaurant worker (2007)

 Salmonella Saint Paul investigation (2008)

 Hurricane Ike Response (2008)

 Hepatitis B in nursing home (2009)

 nH1N1 18 month response (2009 – 2010)

 West Nile virus (WNV) response (2012)

 Cyclospora investigation (2013)

 Ebola readiness/response activities (2014 – 2015)

 Rabies in Harris County dog (2015)

 Memorial Day Floods (2015)

 Tax Day Floods (2016)

 Zika Response (2016 – 2017)

 Hurricane Harvey (2017 - ongoing)

 ITC Fire – Deer Park (2019)

 COVID – 19 (2020 – ongoing)

 Winter Storm (2021 – ongoing)
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One Health at Harris County

ONE TEAM

 Office of Science, Surveillance, & Technology (OSST)

 Disease Control & Clinical Prevention Division (DCCP)

 Veterinary Public Health Division (VPH)

 Mosquito & Vector Control Division (MVCD)

 Nutrition & Chronic Disease Prevention Division (NCDP)

 Environmental Public Health Division (EPH)

EPH

VPHDCCP/OSST/
NCDP

MVCD



HCPH Priority Public Health Issues for 2013-2018
Selected for the magnitude of the issue and our ability to make progress in Harris County

HCPH and the Case for “One Health” 
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HCPH Components of Effective Zika 
Response

Health Equity One Health Multi-Disciplinary 
Team (MDT)
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Zika Response: Low Tech to High Tech
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Wildlife/Environment 
Experts

Veterinarians

Epidemiologists

MediaCommunity 

Animal Control 
Officers

Physicians 
One Health

Rabies 
Approach
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Harnessing the Power of 
Equity

Due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic, the 2020 One 
Health Conference hosted by 
Harris County Public Health 
was held virtually on Tuesday, 
October 20 and Thursday, 
October 22. Our first virtual 
conference was a huge 
success, and we hope that you 
enjoyed enlightening 
discussions and insightful 
perspectives from our 
phenomenal speakers from 
across the nation.

OHC
Conference 

2020
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HURRICANE HARVEY – HCPH RESPONSE

Multi-agency coordination 

Community engagement

Shelter medical operations

Disease surveillance

Mosquito control

Environmental health

Animal management

Mobile service delivery
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COVID-19 and One Health

 Case Investigation/Tracing
 Social Services 

 Mental Health

 Quarantine/Isolation
 Education for pet owners

 Testing

 Vaccination

 Policy/Guidance

 Communication and Engagement

 Health Alert Network (HAN)
 Healthcare/Education
 Dental

 Veterinary

 HCPH Seroprevalence Project

 HCPH Pilot Project for Surveillance and Investigation of SARs CoV-2 in Animals

 Best Practices – South Korea, China



HCPH Priority Public Health Issues for 2013-2018
Selected for the magnitude of the issue and our ability to make progress in Harris County



HCPH Priority Public Health Issues for 2013-2018
Selected for the magnitude of the issue and our ability to make progress in Harris County

A look ahead

But we could be
• More funding
• More vector control
• More research & education

We are not prepared
• More cases
• More germs
• More risk
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Future State: Looking Ahead

Proactive Policies and Funding Support that are Flexible and 

Appropriate to Build Necessary Capacity at the Local Level 


