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What is Public Health?

What we as a society do
collectively to assure 
the conditions in
which people
can be healthy.

“

“

- The future of  the Public’s Health in the 21st Century, Institute of  Medicine, 2003



Health
Where Equity, 

Innovation and
Engagement meet
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Washington State Department of Health

• DOH is proud to serve all people in the great state of 
Washington.

• The Evergreen State was named “Best State” by U.S. 
News to measure how states are performing on 
behalf of their residents.

• The state of Washington – with its unparalleled 
natural beauty from volcanoes and rain forests to 
wineries and beaches.

• Dynamic economy thanks to our tech sector and 
other industries; creative and hardworking 
Washingtonians who are a vibrant part of our 
communities and economies.

• WA state is home to nearly 8 million people, 18th

largest state by size, 39 counties, and 29 federally 
recognized tribes and several urban Indian health 
organizations.
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Shared successes to protect Washingtonians
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Re-Imagining COVID Response
• Care-A-Van

• Vaccine Action Command and 
Coordination System (VACCS) 
Center

• Vaccine Implementation 
Collaborative

• WA Notify App

• WA Verify App

• Power of Providers (POP)

• Say Yes! COVID Test
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Data Modernization
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A Long Road Ahead - Public Health Never Sleeps



The Public Health Journey

Twitter: 
@ushahmd 
@WaHealthSec
@WADeptHealth
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#InvisibilityCrisis

Visibi l i ty  
•

Value 
•  

Validation

THREE V’S OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH

OFFENSIVE LINE



Transformational Health

Transactional
Health

FROM

TO





Health Systems 
and Workforce Transformation
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Farther Together…

Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH   Secretary@doh.wa.gov
Secretary of Health, Washington 360-236-4030

• Researching and sharing response effort 
strategies for emergencies that have deep 
societal impacts and that incorporate “all-
hands” partners will help optimal preparation 
for future responses.

• Cornerstone values such as Equity, Innovation 
and Engagement (EIE) should be embedded 
into readiness planning activities to assure we 
move from transactional to transformational.

• In order to advance our nation’s public health 
systems, we must make smart investments that 
are strategic, scalable, and sustained. And now 
we must do so.
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