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Premise:

To minimize susceptibility to misconceptions about vaccination

• Identify prevalent misconceptions about COVID-19 vaccination

• Verify that they are consequential

• Identify the evidence and lines of argument used to sustain them 

• Pre-emptively undercut them
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8 fact checkers flagged 4,153 misconceptions from.

Identify prevalent misconceptions
Identify prevalent misconceptions

APPC researchers sorted each into one of the taxonomy’s 7 categories 
(Krippendorff alpha above .8 in all categories – Team 1: 0.8287, Team 2: 
0.8664, Team 3: 0.90, Team 4: 0.9827).

4,153 
misconceptions



The Origins of SARS-CoV-2

Prevention

Transmission

Existence and Virulence of 
SARS-CoV-2

Treatment

Vaccination

Diagnosis/testing/tracing

*Krippendorff α 0.8957 when sorting 100 claims

Number of claims (Jan. 2020-May 2022)

131

1060

228

458

427

216

798

1895

Identify prevalent misconceptions



Identify prevalent misconceptions about vaccination

Vaccination

1060

169

56

Number of claims 
(Jan. 2020-May 2022)

Claims fact-checked by 
one of 8 Fact Checking 
organizations 
January 1, 2020 –
May 31, 2022

Identify prevalent misconceptions

1895

233

216
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Verify that they are consequential



Daniel Romer, Kenneth M. Winneg, Patrick E. Jamieson, Colleen Brensinger, 
Kathleen H. Jamieson, Misinformation about vaccine safety and uptake of 
COVID-19 vaccines among adults and 5-11-year-olds in the United States, 
Vaccine, September 22, 2022

Acceptance of vaccine misconceptions 
predicts hesitance to vaccinate self and 
predicts reluctance to recommend 
vaccination of a 5 to 11-year-old child

Consequential 
misconceptions 
matter because…

Verify that they are consequential



Daniel Romer, Kenneth M. Winneg, Patrick E. Jamieson, Colleen Brensinger, Kathleen H. Jamieson, Misinformation about vaccine 
safety and uptake of COVID-19 vaccines among adults and 5-11-year-olds in the United States, Vaccine, September 22, 2022

As acceptance of misinformation increases, recommending vaccination decreases
Verify that they are consequential
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Identify the evidence and lines of argument used to sustain them



Dec. 6. 2021: RFK, Jr. testifies at the Louisiana statehouse against Gov. Edwards’ proposal to add 
Pfizer’s COVID vaccine to Louisiana’s childhood vaccine schedule.

All deaths reported to VAERS 
by Year.

Identify the evidence and lines of argument used to sustain them



May 6. 2021:  Senator Ron Johnson appearance on “The Vicki McKenna Show.”

Identify the evidence and lines of argument used to sustain them

“In general, the complaint is a 
very small percentage of 
adverse effects actually get 
reported, and so you have to 
take this with a grain of salt, 
but according to the VAERS 
system, we are over 3,000 
deaths of, after, within 30 
days of taking the vaccine. 
About 40 percent of those 
occur on Day Zero, One or 
Two.”



“Tucker Carlson misrepresents government data on Covid-19 vaccines” 
AFP FactCheck, May 7, 2021

Identify the evidence and lines of argument used to sustain them

“[T]he apparent death 
rate from the 
coronavirus vaccines” 
showing that 3,362 
people died after 
receiving Covid-19 
shots in the United 
States between 
December 2020 and 
April 23, 2021 as 
reported to the 
Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System 
(VAERS) 
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Recommendations:

Change the name of VAERS

• In the interim, communicate that VAERS reports are unverified

• Instead of Vaccines are safe:

• The benefits of vaccination outweigh the risks

• Vaccination is safer than getting the disease

Pre-emptively undercut them



Alternatives: 
• “Vaccination Safety Monitor” (VSM)
• “Vaccination Safety Watch” (VSW) 
• “Vaccination Safety Sentinel” (VSS)

Advantages:
• Prime the positive: 

• “safety,” not “adverse event”
• Disassociate “vaccine" from 

presumed, confirmed “adverse event”

Change the name of VAERS
Pre-emptively undercut them



This description to any mention 
of VAERS :

In the interim, attach:

Pre-emptively undercut them

A National Program for Monitoring Vaccine 
Safety



This description to any mention 
of VAERS :

This qualifier to any statement 
about reports filed in VAERS:

In the interim, attach:

Pre-emptively undercut them

A National Program for Monitoring Vaccine 
Safety

“unverified”



Summary:

To minimize susceptibility to misconceptions about vaccination

• Identify prevalent misconceptions about COVID-19 vaccination

• Verify that they are consequential

• Identify the evidence and lines of argument used to sustain them 

• Pre-emptively undercut them



Funding:

SciCheck’s COVID-19/Vaccination Project is made possible by 

a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 

The views expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views 

of the Foundation. The goal is to increase exposure to 

accurate information about COVID-19 and vaccines, 

while decreasing the impact of misinformation.
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