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Why the differences?





Self-report of fair or poor health, 
by education



The same health care doesn’t mean the 
same health



Prevalence of diseases among US adults, 
by education



An employer perspective

• Educated and 
skilled workforce

• Health care costs
• Absenteeism 
• Presenteeism
• Decreased 

workforce 
productivity
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Deaths potentially averted by medical advances (see footnotes)
Deaths potentially averted by eliminating education-associated excess mortality (see footnotes)

Am J Public Health. 2007;97:679–683



Income and psychological wellbeing



Olshansky et al. Health Aff 2012;31:1803-13.

Decreasing life expectancy among US 
females without a high school education



“Deaths of despair” and education

Case A, Deaton A. Brookings Institution, 2017



Why education matters to health: 
exploring the causes



Why education matters to health: 
exploring the causes

Chronic stress and trauma





Adverse childhood experiences



“The body doesn’t forget” (Hayward)



Life expectancy by census tract, Chicago



Life expectancy and educational 
attainment by census tract, Chicago

Life expectancy
Source: VCU Center on Society and Health

High school diploma and no college
Source: VCU Center on Society and Health





Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child (WSCC)

• Comprehensive health and 
education framework

• Developed by CDC and ASCD
• Combines Coordinated 

School Health and Whole 
Child

• Requires integration and 
coordination among and 
between school and 
community partners



Together for Healthy and Successful Schools Initiative (RWJF)

• Grantees along with America’s 
Promise and Child Trends

• Applied Research and 
Translation
– Using social network analysis, 

communication science, system 
dynamics, and dissemination 
and implementation science to 
advance WSCC implementation

– Will produce implementation 
toolkit focused on key human 
and systems level factors
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