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High-Reentry Communities

Returning citizens are spatially concentrated

« Impoverished communities with few jobs
.« “Churn” of residents
- Community stigma
- Residents don’t interact with neighbors
« Leads to higher crime/violence

- Neighborhood context affects recidivism

- What is it like to live in a high-reentry
community?




Today’s Presentation

- Frankford: a high-reentry community
. Study design

- Structural features of Frankford

- Experiences of long-term residents

. Policy implications




Philadelphia Prison System (PPS) Inmates by Neighborhood at Admission
2002-2003 Release Cohort
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Research Design

. Participant observation in Frankford

« Community meetings, events since Sept. 2014
« Access to leaders, involved residents

Content analysis of Frankford Gazette

In-depth interviews with male residents

« Age 25-34 with less than college education
« White, Black, and Latino
« 42 complete of 60 planned

A caveat about causality




Frankford: Structural Features

Department of Criminal Justice
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Category

Wynnefield i .3 . Facing the Greatest Challenges

Hunting Park -10.0% -30.1% 0.7% -3 -28.8%
Mantua -3.5% -20.3% -10.4% -1 -15.6%
Holmesburg 16.1% -8.7% -21.59% V] -18.4%
Southwest Philadelphia 2.3% -15.8% -13.9% 2 -15.6%
Frankford -13.3% -10.8% -5.5% V] -25.7%

Mayfair I Facing the Greatest Challenges




[} éabc.com/news/ma

PD: Suspect Beat Woman Unconscious, Tried To
Stuff Her Into Trash Bag

NEWS

MAN STABBED TO DEATH IN wsm..

FRANKFORD 2 Students Charged In Attempted Rape At
Y = Frankford High School

| Police: Group of Armed Men Terrorizing People In
Frankford







Long-Term Residents

- Use community meetings to frame problems
and solutions

« Harsh responses to drug dealers

« Public health outreach for “quality of life” offenses










No It is Not Frankford



Policy implications

- More local resources to support community
reentry efforts
« Investments in existing programs
» Justice reinvestment?
« Investments in economic development
- Shared approach by residents and police
« Addressing quality of life “offenses”

- Opportunities for residents to build social ties
o Critical role of community based organizations

- Need to get younger generation involved/ invested
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