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High-Reentry Communities

• Returning citizens are spatially concentrated

• Impoverished communities with few jobs

• “Churn” of residents

• Community stigma

• Residents don’t interact with neighbors

• Leads to higher crime/violence

• Neighborhood context affects recidivism

• What is it like to live in a high-reentry 
community?



Today’s Presentation

• Frankford: a high-reentry community

• Study design

• Structural features of Frankford

• Experiences of long-term residents

• Policy implications
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Research Design

• Participant observation in Frankford 
• Community meetings, events since Sept. 2014

• Access to leaders, involved residents

• Content analysis of Frankford Gazette

• In-depth interviews with male residents
• Age 25-34 with less than college education

• White, Black, and Latino

• 42 complete of 60 planned

• A caveat about causality



Frankford: Structural Features















Long-Term Residents

• Use community meetings to frame problems 
and solutions

• Harsh responses to drug dealers

• Public health outreach for “quality of life” offenses





“What about those who 
are unlucky enough not 
to be arrested?” “The homeless veteran who had 

been living in his car on Herbert 
Street has moved. He caused no 
trouble and residents were more 
concerned about him than 
frightened.” – Frankford Gazette 
(Sept/Oct 2015)

“We know that 
locking people up 
doesn’t work.”





Policy implications

• More local resources to support community 
reentry efforts

• Investments in existing programs

• Justice reinvestment?

• Investments in economic development

• Shared approach by residents and police

• Addressing quality of life “offenses”

• Opportunities for residents to build social ties

• Critical role of community based organizations

• Need to get younger generation involved/ invested
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