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1. Why disclosure alone is not enough to manage the 
influence of funding and conflicts of interest, and the 
argument for open data

2. Places where modern AI methods are likely to help 
or hinder the challenges of measuring and mitigating 
sponsor influence
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• COIs disclosed in 23% of a random 
sample of articles in ICMJE journals

• Another 14% missing disclosures
• >31% in drug studies and commentaries 

of any type
• Articles with COIs are published in higher 

impact journals and receive more 
attention in the media

Disclosure in practice

G
ru

nd
y 

et
 a

l. 
10

.1
00

1/
ja

m
a.

20
17

.2
07

38



“This analysis suggests that industry sponsored drug 
and device studies are more often favorable to the 
sponsor’s products compared with 
non–industry-sponsored drug and device studies 
because of biases that cannot be explained by 
standard ‘risk of bias’ assessment tools. 
Instead, the bias in industry-sponsored studies may 
be partially mediated by factors such as the choice 
of comparators, dosing and timing of comparisons, 
selective analysis, and selective reporting.”

Influence is hard to catch
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• What should a reader do when they encounter a 
COI disclosure? Ignore? Minimise? Trust?

• Publicly accessible records of COIs and funding 
have been proposed in the literature since at 
least as early as 2007

• Computable data available at scale could help 
estimate which factors are individually 
predictive of biases to inform “adjustments” or 
flag the need to investigate beyond conclusions

Disclosure is not enough
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Modern AI
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https://chat.openai.com/chat

Modern AI
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• A public registry of funding and conflict of interest 
data for all authors connecting ORCID and CrossRef

• Shared datasets annotating research outputs for 
design and reporting bias, spin, etc.

• Machine learning methods for predicting bias 
outcomes from all research outputs to flag risk or 
adjust their contribution to synthesis

What should happen next?
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