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Public sector innovation




Priority setting: Access versus evidence
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97,000 People Got Convalescent
Plasma. Who Knows if It Works?

A treatment made from the blood of recovered Covid-19 patients seemed promising in
March. Today ... well, it’s still just promising.

Coronavirus: world's biggest trial of drug
to treat Covid-19 begins in UK

. Scientists involved in Recovery trial, with over 5,000 test subjects,
hope for answers within weeks

Coronavirus - latest updates
See all our coronavirus coverage

- Sarah Boseley
S S8 \\ Health editor
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"There were elements within this pragmatic design that allowed for something similar to =
randomization," says one researcher. "l call it pseudo-randomization.” PHOTOGRAPH: GUILLERMO 6063
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A Oxford University's Jenner Institute, one of the hubs of the search for a cure to coronavirus. Photograph: Greg
Blatchford/Rex/Shutterstock



Infrastructure and capacity

“Reputed elite institutions, first world
collaborations, third party organisations, or big
funding are a big help if available, but they are
not indispensable.”

— Authors of the PLACID Trial (India)
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Public support and politicization

8/10/2020 As Trump Praises Plasma, Researchers Struggle to Finish Critical Studies - The New York Times
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As Trump Praises Plasma, Researchers Struggle to Finish Critical Studies

Thousands of Covid-19 patients have been treated with blood plasma outside of rigorous clinical trials — hampering research that would
have shown whether the therapy worked.

Plasma therapy under ICMR
cloud, Delhi Health Minister
bats for 1t: Saved my life

DONATE AAP MLA Raghav Chadha, who was part of the team looking after the
plasma bank project, said that if the therapy is removed from ICMR’s list, it
would be a hurried decision.

By Katie Thomas and Noah Weiland
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THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Market For Blood Plasma From COVID-19 e o opes ouoser 22202083045 an UNewsGuard
Survivors Heats Up
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The chance to fall

* Aimed to answer clinically relevant questions
* Prioritized equity, affordabillity, access
 Bolstered health systems and public health capacity

*Need for robust governance
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