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Our Mission

At Ancient Song Doula Services we focus on the 
whole and not the parts. Through community, 
advocacy, reproductive/birth justice and 
education we aim to tackle some of the issues 
affecting communities of color.

Through a reproductive and birth justice 
framework we are addressing the maternal 
mortality and morbidity through training, policy, 
and offering direct services to the community for 
pregnant and parenting people.



Advocacy and Education

OUR ADVOCACY WORK COMES IN THE FORM OF POLICY 
REFORM, CAMPAIGNS FOR EQUITY IN MATERNAL HEALTH, 
WORKSHOPS, AND CONFERENCES. OUR GOAL IS TO SHIFT 
THE NARRATIVE AND ADDRESS IMPLICIT BIAS AND RACISM 

WITHIN MATERNAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH.

THROUGH EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP, CONFERENCES, 
AND TRAININGS OUR GOAL IS TO PROVIDE THE SKILLS 

NEEDED FOR INDIVIDUALS TO MAKE INFORMED 
DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

CHOICES.



The Process

Understanding 

Legislative Process, 

Community in Action, 

Listening to Your 

Stakeholders



The Legislative (Education) 
Process



Bills A.364B and S.3344B 

Introduced by Assembly 

Member Amy Paulin (D, 

88th Assembly District), 

and Sen. Jennifer Ramos 

(D, 13th Senate District), 

respectively.



”Certified doula” means:

Certification conferred by 
the Health Commissioner

$40 application, filed with 
the Department

Completing certification 
specified by the State

State-defined “good 
moral character” (i.e. 

background check)

Stipulates that each doula enrolled in the Medicaid Reimbursement program must be a 
“certified doula”.

“’CERTIFIED DOULA SERVICES’ MEANS CONTINUOUS EMOTIONAL AND PHYSICAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY A 
CERTIFIED DOULA THROUGHOUT LABOR AND BIRTH, AND INTERMITTENTLY DURING THE PRENATAL AND 

POSTPARTUM PERIODS”

Summary of Bills



Community Listening 
Sessions

In partnership with 

Carriage House Birth 

International, BEBO Inc., 

Manhattan Birth, Bronx 

Community Doulas, and 

many more to come!



Political 
Education 

Series

Aim: to educate birth workers and the 
communities they serve on the legislative 
process so that they can self-advocate.

First event in the series occurred at Ancient 
Song Doula Services on June 25, 2019.

Since then, doulas and birth workers have hosted 
educational events in Brooklyn, Manhattan, Long 
Island, the Bronx to bring awareness of how our 
political system functions, and how these bills might 
affect the birthing community.



How will the New York State Certification process affect current and 
future doulas’ ability to practice? 

How was community engagement handled during the legislative 
process?

Community Feedback



The $40 application fee and any ongoing costs

How might certification affect birth workers ability to 
practice?

Will volunteer and community-doulas be able to 
practice? Doulas certified under other certifying 
bodies? Undocumented doulas? Non-certified 

doulas?

“Good Moral Character” requirement Will New York State Hospitals be able to turn away 
Doulas not certified by the state?



How were community-based doula organizations 
consulted in the legislative process?

Many were unaware of these bill until their passage, despite the legislation’s 
direct impact on community-based doulas and the families and communities 

they serve.



The Campaign
#BeyondBirthWork

Our collective voices for 

change city and state 

wide. 



#BeyondBirthWork

https://www.beyondbirthwork.com/


Digital Campaign Imagery





Define doulas and their scope of practice, and do not lay claim to the term 
“Certified Doula”. Instead, clarify to whom the bill applies and distinguish between 

state-certified doulas and doulas certified elsewhere.

Offer opportunities to train with established certifying bodies, instead of collecting 
fees.

Fund Black women-led doula organizations, not create a state-controlled program.

Focus on ending structural racism in medicine, instead of regulating 
doulas.



RecommendationsCommunity is the 

Foundation.



Policy doesn’t Inform People, People Inform 
Policy

• Lead with Community in mind.  (Be Humble)

• Don’t assume. Education is key.

• Organizing starts with an ASK.

• Know Your District & Legislators.

• Let Your Campaign Reflect Community.

• Don’t Let up!

Community       Awareness          Education        Legislation



Give Thanks
Contact: Chanel L. Porchia-Albert 

Ancient Song Doula Services
chanel@ancientsongdoulaservices.com
IG: @ancientsong and @chanel_porchia

mailto:chanel@ancientsongdoulaservices.com
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