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What Does the Data Tell Us?



Source:  Improving Maternal Health Access, Coverage, and Outcomes in Medicaid:  A Resource for State Medicaid Agencies and MCOs.



Maternity Care Deserts in the U.S.

Source: March of Dimes, 2020



Source:  Improving Maternal Health Access, Coverage, and Outcomes in Medicaid:  A Resource for State Medicaid Agencies and MCOs.
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Ratio of Obstetricians & Midwives
USA Australia Netherlands UK

Live births/year 3,885,500 305,000 163,800 754,000

Obstetriciansa 35,586 1,742 931 2,600

Midwivesb 12,436c 14,280 3,221 21,500

Total providers 48,022 16,022 3,752 24,100

MW/OB Ratio 0.34/1 8.19/1 3.46/1 8.27/1
Maternal Mortality 
(per 100K births) 17.4 6 5 7

a. Licensed/registered midwives and obstetricians; these number do not reflect GP/FP physi2cians, who were not included because of lack of data. b. There are 3 types of midwifery 
certifications in the United States. Certified Nurse-Midwives (CNM; n=12,331) and Certified Midwives (CM; n=105) are certified by the American Midwifery Certification Board (AMCB, 
2019).

Sources: Kennedy et al. "International Insights for Maternity Care & the Role of Midwifery in the U.S.“ Birth. 
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What is the Role of Midwifery-Led Models of Care?



Evaluation of Midwifery-Led Birth Centers for Pregnant and Birthing People in Medicaid

- Decrease in C-Section Rate - Decrease in Pre-Term Birth Rate
- Decrease in Low-Birthweight Rate - Decrease in Costs





Aspen Health Strategy Group Five Observations

High rates of maternal mortality reflect our limited investment in women’s 
health.
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Maternal Mortality & Medicaid

Better outcomes are within reach.

The medical model of birth does not meet women’s needs.

Racism and racist policies are at the root of the maternal mortality 
crisis.

Payment and regulatory structures overemphasize the medical 
model.
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