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The perfect storm of housing precarity

• End of COVID-19 protections & looming mass evictions

• The criminalization of homelessness

• Expansion of corporate control of rental property & housing markets

Racial banishment





An expanding regime of racial banishment



Poster by WRAP

The ruse of housing

• Displacement is justified by “housing placements”

• Placements are yoked to police enforcement and
other forms of state violence (as in the expanded
anti-camping law, LAMC 41.18)

• Such placements, typically in carceral shelter, are
meant to ensure the “end of encampments”

• A “right to housing” approach that punishes those
who refuse such “housing placements”



Were displaced Echo Park Lake residents housed?
Ethnographic research findings
- Out of 84 displaced Echo Park Lake residents, only 4 have found housing, mainly 

through community support; 6 have passed away. As of 7/11/2022, 8 have passed away.

LAHSA (Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority) data
- Out of 183 Echo Park Lake placements, 17 people have been placed in housing, 82 have 

disappeared, another 15 have returned to homelessness. As of 4/6,2022, only 13 
people are in housing.



A System of Permanent Displaceability

• Displacement isn’t merely an event, but a condition of rightlessness which 
strips any entitlement to place, property and community. 

• Displaceability often begins before homelessness: e.g., system-impacted folks 
facing housing discrimination or low-income folks in precarious housing. This 
condition deepens once one is unhoused.

• Placements through the homeless services system don’t necessarily improve 
the underlying condition of displaceability, often keeping people trapped in a 
shuffle.

• The experience of displaceability is traumatic and impacts health and well-
being.



Project No Key

Demand for PRK but weaponization of the program to justify 
displacement & enact spatial triage

Enforced rightlessness: “no tenancy is created”

A system of evictions (arbitrary cut-off dates, no-compliance 
expulsions and more)

“That people prefer a tent to a hotel room tells you everything 
you need to know about Project Roomkey” – La Donna Harrell







The Scandal of EHVs











Source: Ong & Associates/ Center for Neighborhood Knowledge, April 30, 2020
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UTACH (Unhoused Tenants Against Carceral Housing)
press conference at reopening of Echo Park Lake, 5/26/21



What is to be done (in a time of plenty)?
Keep people housed 
(tenant protections and rental assistance to prevent mass evictions)

Ensure universal access to supportive services for street-connected communities (instead 
of means-testing and morals-testing)

Tackle discrimination in housing markets
(otherwise emergency housing vouchers will fail)

Abolish criminalization 
(including LAMC Section 41.18, CARE courts, carceral housing)



What is to be done (in a time of plenty)?
Robust regulation of predatory speculation
(regulate and limit the corporate acquisition of rental property)

Support alternative models of housing and land
(community land trusts, cooperative housing, public banks)

Require disclosure of beneficial ownership/landlord registry
(a step towards limiting business models that rely on flipping, evictions, harassment)

Invest in housing as a reparative public good 
(the many routes to social housing lie through tenant power)
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