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From Winter 2020 to Fall 2021

 The report was presented with the urgency of the 

expiring federal moratorium but with major federal 

funding resources being deployed and optimism about 

vaccination.

 Today -the security of tenants depends on state and 

local policy, legal procedures, and effectiveness of 

state agencies at disbursing funds

 Public health threats remain and economic recovery is 

uneven

 With disparate effects across racial/ethnic and 

socioeconomic groups in both health and housing 

Download

for free 

nap.edu



Goal 1: Mitigate: Bridge Financial, Social and Legal Assistance

Responding and recovering

The majority of renters and landlords have not participated in subsidized housing 
programs or experienced eviction

 Strategy 1A: Harness existing social programs for broad, proactive, and 
targeted outreach to connect renters with financial and legal assistance

Historically under-served communities are at great risk, and can be missed by 
mainstream outreach

 Strategy 1B: Provide assistance to renters in traditionally marginalized 
communities by scaling activities in community-based organizations



Goal 1: Mitigate: Bridge Financial, Social and Legal Assistance

Resiliency

Uneven economic recovery across sectors and regions leaves many still 
vulnerable now and in case of future disruptive events

 Strategy 1C: Expand and improve social safety net programs 
during the pandemic and beyond



Goal 2: Inform: Improve The Collection Of Data And The Use Of Information To 

Support Affected Communities And Inform Policy Makers

U.S. has very little information on tracking evictions; procedures and policies that 
work & jurisdictional variation in laws, rules and procedures require a flexible 
approach to collection

 Strategy 2A: Improve Data Collection, Reporting, and Access to Build 
Actionable Understanding of Eviction

2-3 year Eviction Data Collection Assistance Program

• Create task force to assess the state of data and existing databases

• Fund under resourced state and local jurisdictions to modernize

• Collect State and Local jurisdiction notices, filings, and sheriff writs



Goal 2: Inform: Improve The Collection Of Data And The Use Of Information To 

Support Affected Communities And Inform Policy Makers

Research efforts now can support policy development

 Strategy 2B: Develop a Compendium of Promising Strategies for Housing 
and Public Health Authorities to Mitigate Evictions, Housing Instability, 
and Their Downstream Health Effects

Publish guidelines on when short-term COVID-19 protections like eviction 
moratoriums can be lifted based on local health metrics and employment 
statistics

 Strategy 2C: Commission Research to Understand Continuing Housing 
Instability Problems and Deploy Efforts to Address Them

Interdisciplinary, multi-method, equity-focused, and policy evaluation



Goal 3: Assist: Make affordable housing fair and accessible

Build resiliency in housing systems by improving existing programs

One in five renters eligible for a voucher receive one; in most states it is legal to refuse to accept 

vouchers; and subsidized tenants face eviction too often

 Strategy 3A: Increase the number of housing choice vouchers increasing the number of HCVs 

to permanently guarantee that households with incomes below 50 percent of the area median 

are offered this benefit.

 Strategy 3B: Provide housing-search support for households eligible for housing vouchers

 Strategy 3C: Reduce discrimination to protect tenants

 Strategy 3D: Establish a program to provide credit counseling for tenants

Support recovery and resilience for renting households by improving their financial position



Goal 4: Secure: Preserve, Provide, and Expand Safe Affordable Housing

Resiliency and long-term health impacts come from attention to the overall 

supply of safe, affordable housing. This includes both publicly subsidized 

and private market housing options.

 Strategy 4A: Preserve the Existing Stock of Affordable Housing for 

Renters, Including Both Subsidized and Unsubsidized Units

 Strategy 4B: Expand Programs Supporting the Production of Affordable 

Housing

 Strategy 4C: Reduce Exclusionary Zoning Practices
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Rental evictionPoverty Poverty  poor health over the lifespan

“The weight of the causal evidence does 
indeed indicate that income poverty itself 
causes negative child outcomes, especially 
when poverty occurs in early childhood or 
persist throughout a large portion of 
childhood.”

Source: National Academies of Science, Engineering, 

and Medicine. 2019.Roadmap to Reducing Child 

Poverty. Washington, DC: The National Academies 

Press. Doi:https://doi.org/10.17226/25246.

“Evictions and the accumulation of rental arrears 
increase the likelihood that an individual or family 
will experience economic hardship, the inability to 
secure future housing, emotional trauma, 
negative health outcomes, downward moves into 
more disadvantaged neighborhoods and 
substandard housing, and homelessness”

Source: National Academies of Science, Engineering, and 

Medicine. 2021. Rental Eviction and the COVID-19 

Pandemic: Averting a looming crisis.

The Public Health Context 



Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 2019. Vibrant and healthy kids: Aligning 

science, practice, and policy to advance health equity. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

Effective Response Reverberates Over the Lifespan



Health Impacts of Eviction Reverberate Beyond Immediate 

Impacts of COVID-19

• Eviction 

• leads to poverty

• disproportionately affects women and black/latino households

• Effective response must be

• Rapid and to address acute crisis

• Coordinated across other sectors to optimize every opportunity to 
inform and assist individuals and families with urgent housing needs

• Sustained and attentive to root causes of housing instability/vulnerability



Child Health and Development Occurs in an Ecosystem: 

Practical Implications

• Pandemic response disrupted 

service delivery systems

• Healthcare settings as points of 

access to social services

• Need for resources and

accurate information on points of 

access

• Importance of designing 

resources that are responsive to 

communities

Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 

Medicine. 2019. Shaping Summertime Experiences: 

Opportunities to Promote Healthy Development and Well -

Being for Children and Youth. 

A Healthcare Example
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Access to housing is a health issue.



Epidemiologists diagnose health 

at the population level.

If housing is a health issue, what’s 
our diagnosis?



Tertiary

Secondary

Primary

Public health professionals think in terms of levels 

of prevention.



What are we doing to prevent housing insecurity?



Rent relief is secondary prevention



Are we making it easy to access rent relief?



What could we be doing more of?



Rent relief mitigates an immediate 

problem as it is unfolding.

We have decisions to make on what to do 
next.
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Pandemic 

Planning



Pandemic Planning



Decisions



COVID-19 in Austin, Texas



Elected officials

Public health

Hospitals

UT / Dell Med

A unique task force



Leading with science



Leading with science



Vulnerable groups
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A closer look



Deaths



Vaccines
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