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A 501(c)(3) non-profit, educa tiona l 
organiza tion funded by voluntee rs  
and priva te  organiza tions  

Promote  HEALTH-FIRST, SMART 
POLICIES and a ttitudes  tha t decreas e  
marijuana  us e  and its  cons equences

What is  SAM?

Our Miss ion: EDUCATE CITIZENS on the  s cience  
of marijuana
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Altria Makes
$1.8 Billion 
Inves tment 

in Big 
Marijuana

Cronos  Group holds  100% owners hip of the only two Canadian 
companies  licens ed to cultivate and s ell medical marijuana

Majority s hareholder



Lessons  
learned?

Molson Coors reveals Truss' 
cannabis-infused beverage 

line-up
Beveragedaily.com, April 15, 2021

https :/ / www.beveragedaily.com/ Article/ 2020/ 08/ 27/ Mols on-Coors -reveals -cannabis -infus ed-beverages -line-up



60%
of res idents  report
smelling cigarette  

smoke in their homes

https :/ / nyus cholars .nyu.edu/ en/ publications / s elf-reported-s econdhand-marijuana-s moke-s hms -expos ure-in-two-
new

Secondhand Smoke

67%
of res idents  report
smelling marijuana 

smoke in their homes



Marijuana 
bus ines ses  in 

Denver are 
concentrated 

in communities  
of color

Locations  of pot bus ines ses . 
Dots  represent bus ines ses ; 
neighborhoods  shaded by 
income, lighter = lower-income.

Denver neighborhoods  colored 
by race/ethnicity; green = White; 
orange = Latino; purple = Black; 

red = As ian; blue = Other.



Dens ity of 
marijuana 

s tores  in 
areas  of low 
income and 

communities   
of color in 
California

Minority populations  in California are disproportionately 
exposed to both licensed and unlicensed marijuana s tores

https :/ / pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ 32714779/



Subs tance Us e and Mis us e 

Subs tance Us e and SUDs  in LGBTQ* Populations . Publis hed by the National Ins titute of Health on Drug Abus e.

Marijuana Use: "41.3% of sexual minority 
adults  vs . 18.7% of the general population"

Alcohol Use Disorder: "21.8% of s exual minority 
adults  vs . 11.0% in the overall population"

Opioid Misuse: "6.7% of s exual minority adults  
vs . 3.6% of the general population"

https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/substance-use-suds-in-lgbtq-populations


STUDY: Living 
Near Marijuana  

Dis pens aries  
Increas es  

Like lihood of 
Youth Us e , 
Favorable  
Opinions

A s tudy published in the journal Addiction 
in 2019 found that living near a marijuana 
dispensary increases  the likelihood of 
marijuana use and frequency of use 
among young people aged 18-22

https :/ / www.rand.org/ pubs / external_publications / EP67909.html

84% of the nearly 2,000 participants  had 
10+ pot shops  within 4 miles  of their 
homes

Led to increas ed marijuana us e 
and normalization of the  drug

84%



Statis tics  and Findings
Marijuana: Mos t us ed illicit drug among U.S. 
teens .

2019 Usage: 22% of high s chool s tudents .

Sexual Orientation Dis parity: 31% of LGB teens , 
21% of heteros exual teens .

Higher Prevalence: Black, bis exual, cis gender 
females , and trans gender adoles cents .

Impact: Early and frequent us e correlates  with 
lower cognitive function and academic 
performance.

Subs tance Us e and SUDs  in LGBTQ* Populations . Publis hed by the National Ins titute  on Drug Abus e

https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/substance-use-suds-in-lgbtq-populations


Marijuana Use in Pas t Month by Race

National Survey on Drug Us e and Health (NSDUH). Conducted by the Subs tance Abus e and Mental Health Services  Adminis tration (SAMHSA).

•  Racial Dis parities : Different racial groups  have varying us age rates ; s ome cons is tently higher or 
lower.

•  Overall Trend: General trend in marijuana us e among 12-17-year-olds , indicating potential increas es .

Centers  for Dis eas e Control and 
Prevention.

https://www.samhsa.gov/data/data-we-collect/nsduh-national-survey-drug-use-and-health


Marijuana Us e 
Among 12-13 and 
14-15 Year-Olds : 

Pas t-Year and 
Pas t-Month Us e

NSDUH 2022 table 1.7B; 2020 table 1.7B; 2018 table 
1.7B



Large Ris e in 
Cannabis  Us e 

Dis order Among 
12-17 Year olds

NSDUH 2022 table 5.1A; 2020 table 5.1A; 2019 table 5.1A 



The Decline in 
Perception of Great 

Ris k Among 12–
17-Year-Olds  

Smoking Marijuana 
Once a Month 

NSDUH 2022 table 3.1B; 2020 table 3.1B; 2019 table 3.1B, 2017 table 
3.1B



The Number of 
Marijuana DUI 

Cas es  is  
Cons is tently Higher 

Than Alcohol DUI 
Cas es  Among 16-

25 Year Olds

NSDUH 2022 table 8.35A; 2021 table 8.33A; 2020 table 6.28A; 2019 table 6.25A, 2017 table 6.84A 



The concerning trends  in the graph include a s ignificant increas e in marijuana-related Subs tance Us e Dis order, ris ing 
from 1.5% in 2016 to 6.7% in 2022. Additionally, alcohol-related Subs tance Us e Dis order s aw an increas e from 5.6% in 

2016 to 10.6% in 2021, with a s light decline in 2022. Thes e s hifts  rais e  important public health concerns .

Subs tance Us e Disorder for Specific Subs tances  (Ages  12+)

NSDUH 2022 table 5.1B; 2020 table 5.1B; 2019 table 5.1B; 2017 table 
7.34B

from 2016 -2022
5.2%↑





Thank you for joining today!
kevin@learnaboutsam.org

www.learnaboutsam.org

mailto:kevin@learnaboutsam.org
http://www.learnaboutsam.org/
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