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Roadmap

Main Hill Road with original switchbacks (middle) 
and wartime bypass (right).

• Origins of Project Y/Los Alamos

• Nature and Extent of Military Presence

• Most Likely Points of Exposure
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J. Robert Oppenheimer

Leslie Groves



Modern Los Alamos Lab 
and Townsite located 
on the Pajarito Plateau 
Finger Mesas and 
Canyons

Ashley Pond



The Origins of Project Y

Ashley Pond 
before Project Y.



Main Technical Area 
(TA-1) in 1946.





Little Boy and Thin Man



Little Boy and Fat Man



The Military Presence at Los Alamos
• Army Corps of Engineers
• Intelligence and Security
• Military Police

Guard transfer from Army MPs to AEC security, Oct. 1947.



The Military Presence at Los Alamos
• Women’s Army Corps (WACs)



The Military Presence at Los Alamos
• Special Engineer Detachment (SEDs)



The Military Presence at Los Alamos

Los Alamos machinists, 1945

Emilio Segrè’s (front left) P-5 Radioactivity Group 

• Civilian and military personnel worked together closely in most technical 
efforts at Project Y



Health at Project Y
Dr. Louis Hempelmann, 
first leader of the 
Los Alamos Health Group. 

Dr. James Nolan,
 Chief Medical Officer 

at Los Alamos.



Health at Project Y

Portable radiation detectors at 
Los Alamos 



Early postwar 
Los Alamos hospital.



Map from Vincent C. 
Jones, Manhattan: The 
Army and the Atomic 
Bomb, p. 330.



Harvard Cyclotron



The MANIAC at 70
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D Building
D-2

D-3

D-5

C Building
Sigma Building



D Building in TA-1

Sources of Exposure at Los Alamos
• Nuclear Material Processing, Machining, and Recovery

Wartime TA-1, map Hoddeson, et al. Critical Assembly, 64



Why Are We Still Here?

23

DP-Site (TA-21) 
after World War II.



Wartime “remote handling” of a kilocurie source of 
radiolanthanum for RaLa testing, Bayo Canyon (TA-10)

Sources of Exposure at Los Alamos
• Radioactive Lanthanum (RaLa) explosive tests (1944-1961)

RaLa test preparation in Bayo Canyon, 1947



Sources of Exposure at Los Alamos
• Omega Site (TA-2)

Omega Site (TA-2) 
circa 1950

Water Boiler 
(first enriched-

uranium reactor), 
1944



Sources of Exposure at Los Alamos

One of multiple explosives firing sites, 1945

Explosives Casting Building at S-Site (TA-16)

• Explosives Casting, Machining, and Testing



Other Military Installations in the Region

Map and chart from
World War II from a New 
Mexican Perspective, 
pp. 14 & 17.
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