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Introductions
− Institutional Records Management (IRM)
 Houses classified and unclassified records in analog and digital formats
 Function: Assign and track records dispositions and link LANL to Federal Records 

Centers/NARA compliance

− National Security Research Center (NSRC)
 Houses mainly classified, technical information in analog and digital forms
 Function: Serves as classified library and classified digitization program to LANL researchers, 

particularly in Weapons Programs

− IRM & NSRC housed in the same building and work together
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Access to Information
− IRM
 Public:  FOIA
 Internal/Nuclear Complex/Cleared Government Researchers:

− Need to Know, associated clearance checks, and researcher Manager approval established
− Physical checkout of materials to LANL onsite location following rigorous receipt/tracking workflow

− NSRC
 Public:  FOIA, external publications
 Internal/Nuclear Complex/Cleared Government Researchers:

− Need to Know, associated clearance checks, and researcher Manager approval established
− Digitize content and/or physically escort researcher to view material within NSRC's secure environment 

− FOIA process: 
 Process includes IRM/NSRC research, LANL FOIA office research, digitization, classification review, delivery to 

FOIA customer by LANL FOIA office
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Record Disposition 

Index from CMR Division health files

• Federal guidelines for disposition, which 
includes destruction timelines 

• Department of Energy epidemiological 
moratorium 

• Permanent records are offered to NARA 
after their local holding period (often 25 
years) 

• Reciprocal relationship with the National 
Security Research Center
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NSRC Search Process

• LAHDRA report materials scrutinized

• Keyword search through databases cross-

referenced to date range to QC LAHDRA report

• Investigated materials accessioned 2010 – 2024 

not covered by LAHDRA

• Physical spot-checking throughout vault

• Historical literature review (internal reports)

LA-UR-24-29812 



69/25/2024

Applicable 1942 – 1947 Information Types
- Health Group records
- Staff directories
- Accident memos
- Early group manuals
- Histories written by staff (during 

and after time-period)
- Mostly analog paper, occasional 

still image prints/negatives, some 
digitized/OCRed (LAHDRA)

Ashley Pond, 1946
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LAHDRA Report

Millions of pages reviewed across LANL

8,372 documents entered in LAHDRA database

Estimated 265 documents pertaining to 1942 – 1947

Currently unknown number within 265 
documents directly about military veterans

DOE Public Reading Room at Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico

LAHDRA public database: https://oriseapps.orau.gov/cedr/cdc-lahdra.aspx

LAHDRA, p. ES-3
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Examples of Health and Worker Records

Histories about groups and processes 

LAHDRA #3713

LAHDRA #36433
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LAHDRA #1003

LAHDRA #0212

LA-UR-24-29812 



109/25/2024

LAHDRA #2154

Histories that list staff
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Staff Directories 

LA-UR-24-29812 



129/25/2024

Environmental Images (Housing)

Ashley Pond and surrounding technical areas, 1946
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Early group manuals
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IRM Search Process

Transfer Request 00404

• Keyword searching through records 
databases

• Indexes examined for date range
• Calls to other organizations on site who 

generate records on relevant topics
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Applicable 1942 – 1947 Information Types
- Health Division records
- Contaminated operations reports
- Dosimetry logs
- Accident reports
- Construction records
- Legal analysis and reports
- Data transcribed into modern databases
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Examples of Health and 
Worker Records
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Examples of Related Records
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Extent and Search Details

LAHDRA #3929
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Extent and Formats
• IRM: 6 estimated cubic feet of possible interest
− Paper
− Photographs
− Microforms
− Some items digitized and processed through Optical Character Recognition (OCR)

• NSRC: 5 estimated cubic feet of possible interest
− Paper
− Photographs
− Some items digitized and processed through Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 
 Most of material digitized via LAHDRA Report. May need re-digitization or visit to UNM 

Zimmerman Library Reading Room (unclassified, public space)
 Most about era, known site exposures, and environment – not necessarily about military
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Search Terms Used (sample)
• 60+ search terms (site-specific locations and general), including:
− Work cards, medical records, death records, health questionnaire
− Occupational health, occupational medicine, health group
− Louis Hemplemann, James F. Nolan
− Industrial hygiene, contamination, cleanup
− Exposure assessment, exposure characterization
− Chemical exposure/dose, plutonium exposure/dose
− Dosimetry, dose construction, dose analysis
− Environmental release/exposure/hazards, industrial waste
− Military personnel, military badging, soldier, military police, guard
− Hand/head/shoe/nose count (nose swipe, nasal swipe), urinalysis, urine counts
− Laundry, laundry contamination, laundry processing
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Search Effort Details 
• Effort across two groups
− IRM:
 1 staff at 1 FTE for 10 days
 1 staff at .5 FTE for 2 days

− NSRC:
 1 staff at 1 FTE for 13 days
 1 staff at 1 FTE for 7 days
 3 staff at .75 FTE for 10 days

• August 28 – September 19, 2024 

• Indexes located in databases, individual boxes of materials opened to better 
determine extent
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Expanded Resources
• LAHDRA Report
• LAHDRA Database
• Manhattan Project Veterans Database, Atomic Heritage Foundation at the National Museum of Nuclear Science & 

History, Albuquerque, NM
• DOE Public Reading Room, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico
• United States Transuranium and Uranium Registry, Washington State University
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https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/131522/cdc_131522_DS1.pdf
https://oriseapps.orau.gov/cedr/cdc-lahdra.aspx
https://ahf.nuclearmuseum.org/ahf/bios/
https://libguides.unm.edu/Reading-Room
https://ustur.wsu.edu/
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