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WHY 

WORLD 

WAR II?



DAD



WHY WORLD WAR II?

LOSING HER FATHER,  HER HERO,  HER BEST FRIEND AT JUST 19, LEFT HER WITH A WAR WOUND OF HER OWN. 

        DR. MYRA MILLER KNEW HER FATHER FOUGHT IN WWII, NOT REALLY UNDERSTANDING THAT WHILE 
SHE WAS A POST WAR BABY, HER SIBLINGS WERE BORN PRE WAR. IN  MANY  WAYS THEY HAD VERY DIFFERENT 

DAD’S. ONE DAY, WHILE WATCHING A DOCUMENTARY ON WW II, SHE REALIZED HOW LITTLE SHE KNEW ABOUT 
THE SERVICE OF HER NAMESAKE, MYRON MILLER. THAT WAS SEVERAL YEARS AGO AND IN THAT TIME, DR. MILLER 

HAS BECOME INTERNATIONALLY RENOWN.    







83rd Infantry Division





Her work in WWII research and specifically, the 83rd Infantry Division has 
resulted in two books, film production & development, numerous international 
public & private projects, keynote speeches, establishing a not-for-profit, and 
helping to establish the Archival Researchers Association . 















THE

WORK
National Archival Records Administration – 

St. Louis (NARA)

1 Archives Drive

St. Louis, MO

National Archival Records Administration – 

College Park
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD



▪ Complete online document training course and receive researcher number. 

▪ Make an appointment through NARA “ticket” app.

▪ If you are looking for an individual or a unit/group.

▪ IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR AN INDIVIDUAL, you will need the Official Military Personnel File (OMPF) form, or if the 

individual did not make it home, the Individual Deceased Persons File (IDPF), or both.

▪ OMPF and IDPF request forms will require:

✓ Army Serial Number (ASN)

✓ Date if Birth - DOB
✓ Date of Death - DOD

✓ State of birth

✓ State at enlistment
✓ State/Country of death

✓ Any known specific details ie rank, unit, dates of enlistment, etc.

▪ IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A GROUP/UNIT, locating the correct microfilm reel will require:

✓ The unit name, and/or a specific unit ie Serv. Co., Med. Det., Co. F. 
✓ The year(s) needed.

✓ The month(s) and or year(s) needed.  

▪ Search the records index to locate necessary microfilm reels. 

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO



IDPF
Individual Deceased Personnel File

OMPF
Official Military Personnel File

TEXTUAL 
DOCUMENTS
Hard copy files for 
individual soilders.













MORNING REPORTS ON MICROFILM



Army Unit Name
Military Group/Unit 
Composition

Approximate 
Number of 
Personnel:

Normally 
Commanded
by:

Army 2 or more Corps
100,000 to 
150,000+

General or Field 
Marshal

Corps 2 or more Divisions 25,000 to 50,000
General or Lt. 
General

Division

3 or more Brigades 
or Regiments, 

depending on the 
country.

10,000 to 15,000
Lieutenant. 
General or Major 
General

Brigade
3 or more 
Battalions

1500 to 3500
Major General, 
Brigadier General,
or Colonel

Regiment
2 or more 
Battalions

1000 to 2000 Colonel

Battalion
3 or more 
Companies

400 to 1000 Lt. Cololonel

Company 2 or more Platoons 100 to 250 Captain or Major

Platoon / Troop 2 or more Squads 16 to 50 1st Lt.

Squad 2 or more Sections 8 to 24 Sergeant (Sgt)

Section / Fire 
Team

4 to 12
Sergeant or 
Corporal

1.Army – An army was the largest formation of troops, 
consisting of two or more corps, and was commanded by a 

general. The size of an army could range from 100,000 to 
several hundred thousand soldiers.
2.Corps – A corps comprised two or more divisions and was 
commanded by a lieutenant general. The size of a corps could 
range from 30,000 to 100,000 troops.

3.Division – A division was typically made up of three regiments 
and support units and was commanded by a major general. 
The size of a division could range from 10,000 to 20,000 troops.
4.Regiment – A regiment comprised three or more battalions 
and was commanded by a colonel. The size of a regiment 

could range from 1,000 to 5,000 troops.
5.Battalion – A battalion comprised three or more companies 
and was commanded by a lieutenant colonel. The size of a 
battalion could range from 500 to 1,500 troops.
6.Company – A company was made up of three or more 

platoons and was commanded by a captain. The size of a 
company could range from 100 to 250 troops.
7.Platoon – A platoon consisted of three or more squads and 
was commanded by a lieutenant. The size of a platoon could 
range from 20 to 50 troops.

8.Squad – A squad comprised 8-12 soldiers and was 
commanded by a sergeant.











THE INTERNET SEARCH





On July 12, 1973, a disastrous fire at 
the National Personnel Records 
Center (NPRC) destroyed 
approximately 16-18 million Official 
Military Personnel Files (OMPF). 

80% of Army Personnel discharged 
Nov.1, 1912 to Jan. 1, 1960, 
damaged or destroyed

75% of Air Force Personnel 
discharged Sep. 25, 1947 to Jan. 1, 
1964, damaged or destroyed.*
(*with names alphabetically after 

Hubbard, James E.)

THE FIRE OF 1973



Many assume that the information lost is/was beyond salvage 

or have been told the same by the NARA.  The fact is, not all of 

the burned military records from the fire were destroyed. 

Information on records that even NARA staff considered 

completely lost, can now be accessed with a process is called 
“content recovery” scanning with an infrared camera. 

More of the “Burn Files” or “R-Files” imaged everyday. While 

files may be incomplete, they images can still provide vital 

information. Don’t give up the search.



Facilities Status – April 2020 to January 1, 2023

As a public health precaution, due to COVID-19, 

the following changes are in effect:

•All National Archives research rooms 

nationwide, including those at Presidential 

Libraries, are closed to the public until further 

notice.

•All museums, including the National Archives 

Building and those at Presidential Libraries, are 

closed to the public until further notice.

•All public events in National Archives facilities 
nationwide are cancelled until further notice. 

This includes in-person public programs, tours, 

school group visits, public meetings, external 

conferences, and facility rentals. Where 

possible, we will conduct public events and 
outreach activities online and through virtual 

meetings.

https://www.archives.gov/calendar
https://www.archives.gov/calendar


Advocating for Increased Funding for The National Archives in 2023
Our board of officers at the Archival Researchers Association recently had the pleasure of working again with 

Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and Senator Dan Sullivan (R-AK) on a new “Dear Colleague” letter that calls for 

additional, directed funding for NARA in 2023. We want to thank Senator Warren and Senator Sullivan for leading 
on this important issue! We encourage our members and all citizens to continue reaching out to their elected 

officials to ask them to support the White House budget that provides robust funding for the National Archives in 
2023!

https://archivalresearchers.org/about/
https://archivalresearchers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022.05.11-FY23-NARA-NHPRC-Appropriations-Letter.pdf


MORE THAN MILITARY RESEARCH

▪ Veteran benefits claims research

▪ Preserving and honoring the memory of U.S. veterans

▪ MIA/KIA veteran legacy research

▪ Reconstruction of  veterans service histories lost in the 1973 fire

▪ Locating crucial documents for criminal and civil litigation

▪ Family history & genealogy research

▪ Fact-finding and documentation for news & media outlets

▪ Digital preservation of historical records

▪ Promoting learning through collaboration, research and 

discovery

▪ Fostering education through teaching and sharing of knowledge



Consider membership if you are a historian, military 
enthusiast, child of a veteran, or maybe an individual, 
private organization, or small business that depends 
on access to archival records to perform your mission. 
If our work speaks to you, join us today, support our 
cause and help us to make a difference as we work 
to ensure the continued access and protection of 
military records. 

We offer membership plans to accommodate both 
groups and individuals.

https://archivalresearchers.org/









Lt. Clarence E. Coggins
Poteau, OK
Seventh Army Division
July 3, 1920 - Jan. 7, 1945

August 25, 1944 Lt. Coggins 
was captured by a 
German patrol, south of 
Grenoble, France. 

FIRST, THEY 

CAPTURED 

HIM



THEN HE 

CAPTURED 

THEM



A grandson…

…discovers his

grandfather’s
footsteps

…and shares the journey with his son. 







WWW.FOOTSTEPSRESEARCHERS.COM 
ST. LOUIS, MO

http://WWW.FOOTSTEPSRESEARCHERS.COM
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