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ORIGINS







The Debate



The Cousins



JOHN RAWLS, 1921-2002
THEORY OF JUSTICE, 1971

Rawlsian welfarism/ 

neoliberal 

utilitarianism



Connected to policy blindspots…

2008

Great Recession

2016

Trump Election

2020

Brexit



AN ALTERNATIVE





A new paradigm
From classical liberalism, social 

democratic liberalism, and neo-
liberalism 

To power-sharing liberalism

Rests on a theory of justice that starts 
from the non-sacrificeability of 
positive liberties

Democracy is needed for human 
flourishing; economic policy should 
support democracy.



Supporting Ideals:

EGALITARIAN 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY

A CONNECTED SOCIETY A POLYPOLITAN SOCIETY EMPOWERING ECONOMIES



Subsidiary Ideal 4: Empowering 
Economies

To paraphrase George Marshall in his announcement of the post–
World War II Marshall Plan, we need an economy that works—
that delivers growth and productivity and stable transactions and 
prices (the opposite of Venezuela)— “so as to permit the 
emergence of political and social conditions in which free 
institutions can exist” (emphasis added). On my definition, free 
institutions (chapters 3 and 4) will incorporate the principle of full 
inclusion. Consequently, the goal is not only a dynamic but also 
an inclusive economy—where all are empowered. There is no 
room for domination in this economy. But how is this achieved?



Subsidiary Ideal 4: Empowering 
Economies

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

■ Free-labor economy

■ Investing in Bridging

■ Foundation for Flourishing/ Supplyside Progerssivism: Housing, 

Transportation, Schools, Justice & Safety for All

■ Democratic Steering of Economy

■ Protection of negative and positive liberties

Most important challenge→ Developing capacity to solve public 

goods problems through varying combinations of market, civil 

society, and public sector resources.







telemedicine; alternative emergency 

response



FOUNDATIONS OF HEALTH



■ Housing, Transportation, and Good 
Jobs

■ Work-life-civic balance

■ Justice

– Reclaiming the domain of 
health

– Using power-sharing 
approaches 

– (work of Ben Barsky)



■ Civic Education

– Civic self-confidence, civic 
self-care, civic reciprocity

■ Schools as Sites of Health

– schools as sites of health, 
modernizing local public 
health offices, strengthening 
community health centers, 
and strengthening 
partnerships among all three

■ “A community by everyone for 
everyone”

– GenUnity



■ Vot-ER, work of Alister 

Martin



■ What does this all mean for health 
systems? 

■ Focus on power first, rather than 
allocation of health as a good

– increase the power of public 
purchasers to negotiate fair prices on 
drugs

– empower patients and community 
members with cost information to 
develop insight and voice in health 
care decisions and in collective 
reforms.

– enforce pricing transparency 
requirements

– accelerate development of provider 
capacity to employ value-based 
payment models

– reduce unnecessary complexities of 
health care bureaucracies



Q&A
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