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Offering Comfort, Resilience and Hope During Challenging Times



Let us share Sesame Street memories.  
Select a favorite Muppet and share why with others nearby.
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-our mission is to help children grow-

Smarter, Stronger, and Kinder

5



The State of Children



• Pre-pandemic 1 in 6 young children live at or near poverty while 
stimulus and tax credits have removed 4.6 million children out 
of poverty

• 43,000 children lost at least one parent to COVID-19, with Black 
children representing 14% of that sample

• Children’s well-being support is hampered: 40% decrease   in 
well   child visits; 75% reduction in dental health, and 44% 
decrease in outpatient mental health services 

• 41% decrease in reported cases of abuse or neglect

• I in 4 children live in food insecure homes​

The State of Young Children Today



Adversities Can Have Lifetime Effects
Many children are experiencing increased adversity during a critical period 
of development.

• Almost 2 in every 4 children struggle with more than one traumatic 
experience

• 14% decrease in preschool enrollment of 3- and 4- year-olds in 2020 and 
over 39% increase in school readiness loss 



Caregivers

Service Providers

Educators

Community

Evidence indicates that 
Circles of Care mitigate the 
effects of adversity and 

structural racism

Parents
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What is Sesame Street in Communities?

A model that partners with national 
and local partnerships reaching young 
children, parents, caregivers, and 
service providers.

• An online content hub with 
multiple bilingual resources 

• Professional development

• Implementation with partners
ssic.org



• Parent and provider resources:

▪ ABCs, 123s

▪ Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds

▪ Difficult Times, Tough Talks

• Content versioned into Spanish

• Professional development

SSIC.org 



The Pandemic’s Impact on Usage

• Greater comfort with a digital transformation  

• Increased reliance on readily available content  

• Demand for virtual professional development

• Providers tend to more frequently use laptops or tablets

• Parents or caregivers rely more often on mobiles or tablets 
•

• Appeal in having social media links and experiences with 
shared  content



Children's Silent Voices



5.7 million children under the age of 11 live in 
a household with a parent who struggles with 

addiction

More than 5 million children, or one in 14, 
have had a parent in state or federal prison 

at some point in their lives.

1 in 30 children go to sleep without 
a home of their own each year and over 61% 

in low-income households are “rent 
burdened”

Nearly 450,000 children are in foster care 
and now about 35% are under six

Parental IncarcerationParental Addiction

Family Homelessness Foster Care

Children Face Adversity



Traumatic Experiences 

Safety & Security 

Helping grown-ups provide 

attention, comfort, and 

love for children.

Coping Strategies 

Building resiliency through 

self-expression, breathing 

exercises, comfort, and safe spaces.

Understanding

Assisting grown-ups in 

recognizing the impact of 

trauma on children.



Help, Healing, and Hope 

Traumatic experiences are a
BIG deal, but Big Bird’s a BIG Bird 
with a big spirit, a big heart, and 

big dreams for his future.



Interactive

Experiencing Trauma




