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COVID-19 Cases, Mortality and Life Expectancy

CDC. COVID Data Tracker. 
Woolf et al., 2021



Moreno, C., et al. 2020.



Overview

Cancer communication strategy to advance policy  

Environment 

• Communicate 
without 
antagonizing/ 
polarizing

• Acknowledge 
structural factors

Alignment 

• Communicate 
uncertainty/advances 
in our science so that 
we don’t erode trust

• Foster partnerships 
at multiple levels

Technology

• Misinformation isn’t 
going away

• Leverage user 
generated content as 
data



Communicate without further polarizing: 
focus on the actions

Kahan 2015, J Sci Comm, 14(3) 



Sorenson, et al. 2012. BMC Public Health, 12(1), 1-13
Pingali, C., et al. 2021. 
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Alignment of Recommendations 

Goal 1: Improve and 
Align Cancer Screening 
Communication

Age Initiation Interval
ACS 45 annual*

ACOG 50 annual or 
biennial

ACP 50 biennial

ACR 40 annual

ASBrS 40 annual

NCCN 40 annual

USPSTF 50 Biennial

President’s Cancer Panel; 2022.



Communication Strategy: Partnering for Policy 
1. Set shared goals • Identify clear goals—what policy is being addressed

• Plan for monitoring, building infrastructure for continuous information sharing 

2.  Establish coordinated    
response

• Identify leadership roles and capacity to coordinate efforts
• Build a network of partnering institutions and organizations (e.g., scientists, 

cancer center, faith leaders, community entities, small business)

3.  Devise communication 
strategy

• Identify the audience(s); prioritize communication goals to the audience taking 
into consideration evidence on current knowledge, attitudes, current behaviors 
and built environment 

• Select portfolio of communication channels (multi-level, multimodal)
• Identify information sources and ambassadors trusted by the audience

4.  Implement 
communication plan

• Coordinate dissemination on selected channels
• Monitor trends in online discourse—identify misinformation and better position 

ongoing communications 

5.  Be ready to adapt
• Monitor receipt of messaging in different communities
• Be transparent about the status of scientific evidence including uncertainties and 

gaps
Adapted from: Ratzan, S., et al. 2020. Public Health Res Pract., 30(2).



Commonwealth Connection. 2022



Twitter and Google User Generated Topics

Lee et al., 2021



Vaghjiani, et al. 2021.
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