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Assessing and 
Addressing 

Community Needs
NCI P30 Cancer Center Support Grants
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Cancer Center Support Grant (CCSG): 
Catchment Area Designation

 Clinical and Comprehensive Cancer Centers serve a specific catchment area, and in 
addition to cancer research of broad applicability, they conduct research of particular 
relevance to their catchment area. 

 A Center’s catchment area is the self-defined geographic area that the Center serves 
or intends to serve in the research it conducts, the communities it engages, and 
the outreach it performs. It must include the area from which the Center draws the 
majority of its patients, but may extend beyond that, and it must include the local area 
surrounding the Cancer Center. 

 It must be population-based, e.g., using census tracts, zip codes, county or state lines, 
or other geographically-defined boundaries.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-321.html
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Geographic Extent of NCI-Designated Catchment Areas

https://doi.org/10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-21-1230
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Characterize the Populations and Burden of Cancer in the 
Catchment Area

Enact Cancer Control Strategies

Nurture Community-Research Partnerships that Support      
Bi-Directional Research Across the Cancer Control Continuum 

CCSG Community Outreach and Engagement Component

“The primary metric in evaluating the strength of COE is the scope, quality, 
and impact of the Center’s activities on the burden of cancer in the Center’s 

stated catchment area.” PAR-21-321
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Preliminary COE Concept Map [credit: Univ of Kentucky]
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2. Improve Access to 
Care & Center 
Reach in 
Catchment Area
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Catchment Area Assessments and COE: Building the Field

~ 50 related publications

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/research-
emphasis/supplement/coe
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Examples of NCI Cancer Centers’ COE Impact

Community engagement

Knowledge / awareness / skills / 
intention

Patient-centered communication

Improved access to care

Improved clinical workflows and 
community-based service delivery

Health policies (e.g., flavored tobacco 
products, college campuses, age of 

sale, retail practices, screening 
coverage, vaccination access)

Adolescent and young adult HPV 
vaccination

Cancer screening 
(cervical, breast, colon, lung)

Physical activity and nutrition

Tobacco prevention and 
cessation

Radon testing and mitigation



10

Cancer Mortality by Catchment Area (2015-2019)

https://doi.org/10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-21-1230



www.cancer.gov                 www.cancer.gov/espanol

Thank you!

Robin.Vanderpool@nih.gov
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