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Achieving Excellence in Cancer Diagnosis:  
A Workshop 

 
Virtual Workshop Agenda (Eastern Time) 

 

Wednesday, October 6th, 2021 
10:30 am Introductory Session 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks  
Andrew Bindman, Kaiser Permanente 
Planning Committee Chair 
 
The Vision for Diagnostic Excellence 
Daniel Yang, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
 

10:45 am Session 1: The Cancer Patient Experience  
Moderator: Alex Krist, Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine 
 
Patient Perspectives: 

• Tamika Felder, Cervivor  
• Gwen Darien, National Patient Advocate Foundation 

 
Panel Discussion 
 

11:30 am Session 2: Overview of the Diagnostic Process for Cancer  
Moderator: Ritu Nayar, Northwestern University 
 
The Diagnostic Pathway Through Screening for the Early Detection of Cancer and 
Pre-Cancer 

• Chyke Doubeni, Mayo Clinic 
 

The Diagnostic Pathway of Symptom-Detected Cancers 
• Elizabeth Sarma, National Cancer Institute 

 
Systems of Cancer Diagnosis in the United Kingdom 

• Fiona Walter, Queen Mary University of London, UK  
 

Panel Discussion 
 

12:30 pm Break 
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12:45 pm  Session 3: Cancer Epidemiology and Strategies to Mitigate Disparities and Promote 
Equity 
Moderators: Lisa Richardson, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
                    Kathy McDonald, Johns Hopkins University 
 
Epidemiology of Cancer and the Impact of Disparities on Cancer Outcomes for 
Underserved Populations 

• Caroline Thompson, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill  
 

Strategies to Mitigate Racial/Ethnic and Geographic Disparities in Cancer 
• Kathy Tossas, Massey Cancer Center, Virginia Commonwealth University 

 
Interventions and System-level Strategies to Reduce Disparities and Promote 
Equity  

• Blase Polite, University of Chicago 
  

Panel Discussion  
 

1:45 pm  Session 4: Novel Diagnostic Strategies and Tools for Cancer Diagnosis  
Moderators: Curtis Langlotz, Stanford University 
                     Bob Carlson, National Comprehensive Cancer Network 
 
Molecular/Genetic Tumor Characterization and Precision Oncology Care 

• James Ford, Stanford University  
 
New Technologies and Strategies with the Potential to Improve the Effectiveness of 
Screening  

• Victor Velculescu, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
 

Novel Technologies and Strategies that Aim to Optimize Diagnosis via Imaging  
• Maryellen Giger, University of Chicago 

 
Novel Technologies and Strategies that Aim to Optimize Diagnosis via Pathology 

• Andrew Beck, Path AI 
 
Panel Discussion 

 
3:00 pm Break 

 
3:15pm  Session 5: Improving the System for Diagnosing Cancers 

Moderator: Sarah Kobrin, National Cancer Institute 
 
Strategies for Improving Cancer Care Coordination 

• Sallie Weaver, National Cancer Institute 
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Strategies for Improving Cancer Screening and Diagnosis in Rural Appalachia 

• Electra Paskett, Ohio State University 
 
Best Practices in Cancer Screening and Early Detection Across Cancer Types and 
Across Healthcare Systems  

• Jasmin Tiro, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 
 
Panel Discussion 

 
4:15 pm  Session 6: A Vision for the Future of Cancer Diagnosis  

Moderator: Saul Weingart, Rhode Island Hospital and Brown University 
 
Panelists: 

• Tamika Felder, Cervivor  
• Mia Levy, Foundation Medicine 
• Luke Sato, CRICO  
• Gordon Schiff, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School 

Panel Discussion 
 

5:15 pm Workshop Wrap-Up 
Andrew Bindman, Kaiser Permanente 
Planning Committee Chair 
 

5:30 pm Adjourn 
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