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Maternal Mortality in US
• Increasing
• Exceeds other high-income countries
• Significant racial disparities
• Tip of iceberg 
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• Accurate and timely identification of 
the explanation for a patient’s 
health problem(s)

• Effective communication of that 
health problem to the patient 
(NASEM)

• Diagnostic error can be defined as a 
diagnosis that is missed, wrong or 
delayed

Diagnostic ErrorDiagnostic Safety



The Diagnostic Process

NASEM, 2015



Diagnostic Process

Dynamic, team-based activity that 
involves:
• uncertainty
• plays out over time
• requires effective communication and 

collaboration among multiple providers, 
diagnostic services, and the patient
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PPH Diagnostic Process
• Team members
• Tasks
• Technologies and tools
• Organization
• Physical Environment
• External Environment



Potential Opportunities 

Bajaj, de Roche, Goffman September 2021



Opportunities:

• Improve healthcare for women
• Reproductive planning and intended 

pregnancies with preconception evaluation
• Attention to optimizing care in 4th Trimester
• Risk prediction models leveraging AI
• Innovation in developing and evaluating 

therapies targeting causes of SMM and 
mortality

• Further definition of metrics delineating 
standards for treatment/intervention
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