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THE NATIONAL CANCER POLICY FORUM

This Forum provides a continual focus within the 
National Academies on cancer, addressing issues in 
science, clinical medicine, public health, and public policy
that are relevant to the goal of reducing the cancer burden.



Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Institutes of Health/National Cancer Institute
American Association for Cancer Research
American Cancer Society
American College of Radiology
American Society of Clinical Oncology
Association of American Cancer Institutes
Association of Community Cancer Centers
Bristol-Myers Squibb
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National Comprehensive Cancer Network
National Patient Advocate Foundation
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Pfizer Inc.
Sanofi
Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer
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THE FORUM ON AGING, DISABILITY,  AND 
INDEPENDENCE

This Forum provides a neutral venue to discuss issues that affect an 
individual’s ability to live independently, focusing both on 
individuals who are aging with a disability and individuals who develop 
disabilities as they age.



SPONSORS OF THE FORUM 
ON AGING, DISABILITY,  AND INDEPENDENCE
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THE FORUM ON DRUG DISCOVERY, 
DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSLATION

This Forum serves as a hub and a catalyst for nurturing new ideas and 
partnerships and offers a neutral space for stakeholders to advance critical 
policy discussions on biopharmaceutical innovation nationally and 
globally.
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Estimated Cancer Prevalence by Age in the US (1975-2040)

Bluethmann et al. CEBP, 2016

Projected Rise in Cancer Prevalence

Shift in 2020:
Largest growth in 
the age 75+ group

Presented by: Arti Hurria, MD



• 10-yr perspective (2005-2015)

• 105 FDA oncology trials 

• 224,766 patients

Singh et al, ASCO Annual Meeting, 2017

Disparity is Greatest for 
Patients Age ≥ 75

Slide courtesy of Arti Hurria, MD

Persistent Under-representation of Older Adults
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Cancer deaths
2020 projections 

26%

Lung and Bronchus

<40 40-59 60-79 80 and over

50%

Prostate

< 60 60-79 80 and up

27%

Breast

< 40 40-59 60-79 80 and up

32%

Colorectum

< 40 40-59 60-79 80 and up

28%

Pancreas

< 40 40-59 60-79 80 and over



Goal of Geriatric Oncology
Improve the evidence base for treating older adults with cancer

Improve the quality of care received by older adults with cancer





WORKSHOP GOALS

• Examine root cause that limit enrollment of older adults in cancer clinical trials 

• Discuss strategies for inclusion of older adults across the drug research and 
development continuum

• Participant recommendations for the path forward



WORKSHOP AGENDA: FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2021

WELCOME AND WORKSHOP OVERVIEW

SESSION 1 Identifying Barriers and Proposing Solutions to Increasing the Evidence 
Base for Treating Older Adults with Cancer

SESSION 2 Study Designs to Benefit Older Adults: Approaches to Early Phase 
Therapeutic Development 



We encourage you to ask questions of the speakers via the chatbox.
Please include your name and affiliation with your questions.

Spread the word!  Tweet about the workshop using the hashtags:

#NatlCancerForum
#drugforum

#AgingDisabilityForum



(slides for Day 1 Wrap Up)



WORKSHOP AGENDA: MONDAY,  JANUARY 25, 2021

SESSION 3: 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm ET
Study Designs and Policy Opportunities to Benefit Older Adults:  Approaches to Clinical Trials 
Designed for Registrational Intent

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/01-25-2021/improving-the-evidence-base-
for-treatment-decision-making-for-older-adults-with-cancer-a-workshop-part-2

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/01-25-2021/improving-the-evidence-base-for-treatment-decision-making-for-older-adults-with-cancer-a-workshop-part-2


WORKSHOP AGENDA: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021

SESSION 4: 10 am – 11:35 am ET
Study Designs to Benefit Older Adults: Postmarketing Strategies and Approaches

SESSION 5: 11:50 am – 1:15 pm ET
Panel Discussion: Participant Recommendations for the Path Forward

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/01-27-2021/improving-the-evidence-base-
for-treatment-decision-making-for-older-adults-with-cancer-a-workshop-part-3

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/01-27-2021/improving-the-evidence-base-for-treatment-decision-making-for-older-adults-with-cancer-a-workshop-part-3


Cancer deaths
2020 projections 
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Singh, H. et al.
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