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For many people, most salient element of the ACA – pre-ex – prior study – 43% rejected – much of this is via Marketplaces



Marketplace Subsidies
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A second important dimension is that Marketplaces are the place where people without ESI,with incomes above Medicaid, can go to get subsidized coverage – 40 year old at about 200% FPL can get coverage for a standard plan for about $120 a month.



Coverage Availability
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Benefits are standardized – making it easier to shop – and some of the coverage available is fairly generous, covering 80%, sometimes as much as 90% of expenses – ESI hovers around the 90% levle



Essential Benefits
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Finally – and also important for people with cancer – there is a specified set of benefits covered and that set is quite broad – even in relation to coverage in other countries – it includes rehabilitative services, for example, as well as comprehensive coverage, with parity , of mH services – important because of common comorbidities of cancer and depression.



Enrollment in Marketplaces
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8 million enrolled initially – rose to nearly 13 million and has since flat-lined at about 12 million through Trump admin



Backstop
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Also important to note that the presence of the Marketplaces is important even for those who are not enrolled.  The marketplaces have been an important backstop and this is evident post-COVID – loss of ESI



Out-of-pocket – Current Cancer 
under 65
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Substantial declines in OOP for cancer survivors who are in the subsidized ranges – across the highest distributions



Formulary
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• Specialty drugs are usually on high tiers, 
requiring more cost-sharing

• Transparency around which drugs are on 
the formulary exists through integrated 
prescription drug formulary lookup tools on 
HealthCare.gov and in some state-run 
marketplaces – but not always fully 
accurate.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some details and concerns -- formularies



Network Adequacy
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Hall, Brandt HA, 2017
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Standads for how many providers and how long you might need to drive to get to them – rules promulgated by CMS



State Adequacy Regulation
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Trump administration rolled back these rules – leaving network adequacy to states – many states stepped up – but others did not



Denials And Appeals

Denials Appeals
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There is an appeals process in place – but it is not used very frequently and may be clumsy and challenging 



Premiums Can Be Out Of Reach
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Sharp cliff in premiums when hit 400% FPL – and premiums can hit $800 a month for standard plan



Total Costs Can Be Prohibitive
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Protection is quite good <200% FPL – but total costs, including OOP, jup to over 30% OOP at that point and stay up there – because of both OOP and premium
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