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Disclosures



Internist
Informatician
Engineer
> 10 years experience in data-driven modeling in
healthcare
6 years studying informatics for suicide prevention 
Highly collaborative team of experts around me -
including ethicists and policy experts!

My lens



NOT a policy expert or writer of policy
Multiple projects interacting with government at
multiple levels, but no government role 
None of the tech mentioned here is an endorsement

The focus today is on public health gaps that solutions like
policy might bridge 

Caveats



Our Work

Predictive Decision
Support

Scalable 
Phenotyping 

Population Health
Informatics

(in minor revision)



Gaps in Data, Detection, and Response 



Data Gap #1: Completeness 



Gaps in Data, Detection, and Response Data Gap #2: Lag



Data Gap #3: Validity



Detection Gap #1:
Equity



Detection Gap #1:
Equity

One "model" does not fit all



Detection Gap #1:
Equity



Detection Gap #2:
Rarity Fatal overdose within

30-days of prescription
over six years in TN:



0.007%



Detection Gap #3:
Communication

EMSFamily
The Individual

Social media

Clinicians

Mobile Crisis



Response Gap #1: Equity 



Response Gap #2: Access 



Response Gap #3: Workforce 



Response Gap #4:
Disintegration 



Building Bridges



TN Suicide Prevention Network (tspn.org)

Brittany Willis,
Suicide Prevention
Program Director

Suicide-related syndromic surveillance



TSPN Task Force

First responders
Clinicians
Law enforcement
Educators
Nonprofits
Academics
Survivors and those with lived experience 

Dozens of diverse stakeholders across TN



TSPN Resource Directory

Includes two pages of relevant policies on suicide
prevention training in TN

Helpful both for what's current - and to see what might be
missing!

 



Discussion?
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DATA DETECTION RESPONSE


