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Journey 
with me:

• Alaska’s diverse Native 

peoples

• Alaska’s healthcare system

• Existing initiatives

• Opportunities

Listen to the Communities



Culturally Diverse



Strength of Traditions



1 in every 5 deaths



∗ Private Sector
∗ Veteran’s Affairs (12% eligible)
∗ Tribal Health (20% eligible)

Health Care in Alaska



Alaska’s Community Health 
Aides/Practitioners

https://anthc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CHAP-Updates-Dr-Michelle-Hensel.pdf



CHA/P Scope of Work



https://anthc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CHAP-Updates-Dr-Michelle-Hensel.pdf



Culturally Relevant Online Cancer 
Education



Telemedicine Utilization in the Last Frontier, Margaret C Brodie, 2017
https://slideplayer.com/slide/13615737/



https://searhc.org/service/wisewoman/

Mobile Screening



Opportunities for Equity

∗ Listen to communities: what do they need and want?
∗ Geographically, culturally relevant care throughout the 

cancer control continuum



∗ Alaska’s Health Aides Akchap.org

∗ Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium https://anthc.org/

∗ Wisewoman mobile cancer screenings https://searhc.org/service/wisewoman/

∗ Innovative Primary Care Delivery in Rural Alaska: a review of 
patient encounters seen by community health aides 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.3402/ijch.v71i0.18543

∗ A Framework for Culturally Relevant Online Learning: Lessons 
from Alaska's Tribal Health Workers https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13187-
018-1350-8

∗ The last frontier: innovative efforts to reduce colorectal cancer 
disparities among the remote Alaska Native population 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4523058/

To Learn More…

https://anthc.org/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.3402/ijch.v71i0.18543
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13187-018-1350-8


Thank You for Listening!

Cassandra Leigh Darrough, 
Paiute-Shoshone
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