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Outline

• Review our research and advocacy approach to 
expand access to dialysis for undocumented 
immigrants

• Describe similar pathway to expand access to 
outpatient COVID-19 care for undocumented 
immigrants

• Outline ongoing research and approach to expand 
access to cancer treatment for undocumented 
immigrants



Portrait of Latinx Community



Hilda



Denver Health experience
ED triage: labs, vital 
signs, ECG

No hyperkalemia
No volume overload

Hyperkalemia or other 
concerning lab/ECG 
findings

Volume overload or 
uremia symptoms

Discharge Home
Admit to the 
hospital & receive 
dialysis #1

Stay overnight, receive 
dialysis #2 on hospital 
day #2.

https://www.cnn.com/2018/08/02/
health/kidney-dialysis-
undocumented-
immigrants/index.html

https://www.cnn.com/2018/08/02/health/kidney-dialysis-undocumented-immigrants/index.html


Undocumented Immigrants with ESKD
• Estimated 6 to 9 thousand 

undocumented immigrants with 
kidney failure

• Latino, male, employed, resided in 
the US >5 years prior to ESKD 
diagnosis

• Kidney replacement therapy is the 
standard of care for persons with 
kidney failure and is widely supplied 
across the U.S 

• Availability of kidney replacement 
therapy varies across the country for 
undocumented immigrants



Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act
Social Security Act § 1903(v)(3)

“a medical condition (including emergency labor and delivery) 
manifesting itself by acute symptoms of sufficient severity 
(including severe pain) such that the absence of immediate 
medical attention could reasonably be expected to result in 
(A)placing the patient’s health in serious jeopardy, 
(B)serious impairment to bodily functions, or 
(C)serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part.”

Emergency Medical Treatment and 
Active Labor Act



Washington State
Alien Emergency Medical Program: An emergency medical program for 
individuals who do not meet the citizenship or immigration status 
requirements of other Apple Health programs.
Who is eligible: Individuals with a qualifying medical condition, which 
includes at least one of the following:
Emergency room care, inpatient admission, or outpatient surgery;
A cancer treatment plan;
Dialysis treatment;
Anti-rejection medication for an organ transplant 

Emergency Medicaid



Provision of Standard Dialysis for 
Undocumented Immigrants 





Qualitative Research – Patient 
stakeholders



Qualitative Research – Primary 
caregiver stakeholders



Qualitative Research –Clinician 
stakeholders



Quantitative Research – Decision-
maker stakeholders



Quantitative Research – Decision-
maker Stakeholders

• Objective: To determine whether 
mortality, utilization, costs differs 
between undocumented ESRD 
patients receiving EOHD vs 
standard HD (private insurance) 

• Design, setting, participants: 
Observational cohort study

• Results: 
• Mortality: Adjusted hazard ratio of 

death at 1 year was 5-fold greater
• Costs: $6,000 in savings per person 

per month



Community Based Organizations and 
Decision-Maker Stakeholders



Impact across the country



Transition from Emergency to 
Scheduled HD



COVID-19: Undocumented 
Immigrants

NPR for Norther Colorado: https://www.kunc.org/over-infected-under-resourced-covid-19-hits-colorado-latinos-hard



Qualitative and Quantitative: Patient 
and partner stakeholders



Policy 
change 
throughout 
the country



Community-
Based 
Organization 
Stakeholder 
engagement



Cancer treatment: Undocumented 
Immigrants

• Qualitative research
• Retrospective cohort 

study
• Cost-effectiveness 

analysis



Cancer treatment: Undocumented 
Immigrants



Take home messages 
• Read the bill and understand the policy pathway
• When you are motivated to conduct research to change policy, 

consider first engaging your patient and partner stakeholders to 
understand their perspective of what the solution might be. 

• Include qualitative research and/or mixed methods
• Engage opponents and understand the data they need to support 

your cause



“Success is not about 
abstracts, papers, awards, 
or titles. It is about having 
a positive impact on the 
lives of others, about 
meaningful change" 
- Dr. Barbara T. Murphy 

@Cervantes_Lily1
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