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Some background…

• CCTSI CE = Colorado Clinical and Translational 

Sciences Institute Community Engagement

• SNOCAP PBRNs = State Networks of Colorado 

Ambulatory Practices & Partners – our Colorado 

practice-based research networks



The worlds of 
SNOCAP and CCTSI 
Community 
Engagement



Two intertwined infrastructures addressing the needs of 

practices & communities

• SNOCAP – 5 networks reaching 280 practices

– Network leaders with team members embedded in the field

– 4 distinct patient/community advisory groups

• CCTSI CE

– Director, Deputy Director & staff

– 13 Community Research Liaisons embedded in communities

– 14 member Council that guides our work

• All the work of each is informed by our stakeholders



Core principles of both infrastructures

• Facts may be universal, but implementation is 

local.

• Nothing for us, without us

• Outreach begins with an answer. Engagement 

ends with an answer.



What roles do advisory group members play in our PBRNs?

• Research partners throughout entire research 
process
– Identify and prioritize research topics

– Co-develop interventions, surveys, and protocols

– Co-present and co-author presentations and 
manuscripts

– Conduct local dissemination of findings

• Opportunities beyond the PBRN:
– Serve as consultants or co-investigators 

– Serve on state councils, NAPCRG Board



SNOCAP priority setting

• Engagement to set and 
revisit priorities is baked 
into our work

• Annual Convocation (pre 
and hopefully post COVID)

• Surveying during COVID

• “What are the needs in your 
practice/community?”



CCTSI Community Engagement

• Facilitating local uptake and use of evidence 

through Community (Boot Camp) Translation

• Example: Colorado Community Engagement 

Alliance against COVID-19 Disparities



Same evidence translated 5 ways 

• In the rural Somali community:
• Flyer and poster were created for 

community members and business 
owners to share with family and 
friends

• PowerPoint presentation was 
created to share important 
information by word of mouth in 
Somali by trusted members of the 
community at community events

• Informational Somali-language 
video to be shared via social media



Questions we keep asking…

• Do we have the right people at the table? 

– (who’s being impacted?)

• Are we engaging people equitably?

– (have we lowered all the barriers to hearing their voices?)

• Is our work building capacity?

– (will our participants be able to carry this experience into 

others?)


