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NCI-Designated Cancer Centers. National Cancer Institute. 

https://www.cancer.gov/research/infrastructure/cancer-centers/find
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Oncology practices by size and survey participation. From “The State of 

Oncology Practice in America, 2018: Results of the ASCO Practice Census 

Survey” by M. K. Kirkwood, A. Hanley, S.S. Bruinooge, E. Garrett-Mayer, L.A. 

Levit, C. Schenkel, J.E. Seid, B.N. Polite, and R.L. Schilsky, 2018, Journal of 

Oncology Practice, 14:7, e412-e420
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Settings of Cancer Care in the U.S.
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Adapted from Gluck, A. R., Fuchs, C. S., Rusyn, E., Mukherjee, S., Oyer, R. A., Aakhus, E. O., Yabroff, K. R., 

Benz, E. J., McAneny, B., Nguyen, M. K., Brawley, O. W., Polite, B. N., Wiley, L. F., Irwin, M. L., Friedman, A. S., 

Deziel, N. C., M., N. L., Goodman, N., Lansing, S., … Golden, R. A. (2021). A View from the Ground: The 

Changing Landscape of Cancer Care. In A New Deal for Cancer: Lessons from a 50 year war. essay, Public 

Affairs. 
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Dissemination of cancer care beyond academic centers into communities
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‣ It is estimated that <15% of research is translated into 

practice, and the mean time lag required to translate 

research into practice is 17 years

• Dissemination of knowledge

• Training of practitioners

• Translation across organizations

• Operationalization within locations

Jan Trøst Jørgensen. (2020) Companion and complementary diagnostics: an 

important treatment decision tool in precision medicine. Expert Review of 

Molecular Diagnostics 20:6, pages 557-559.

The Challenge…
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The Challenge of the Complex Cancer Careforce

Caregivers Patients Clinicians

Increase caregiver capacity and 

effectiveness

• Integrate into care team

• Capacity assessment and formal 

skills training

• Access to EMR

Improve patient experience and 

outcomes

• Profile and communicate individual 

risk

• Collect and use patient-reported 

outcomes

• Enhance navigation to services

Increase clinician efficiency, 

effectiveness, and resilience

• Enhance access to information

• Simplify processes

• Activate EMR as a care tool

Leverage technology to share and integrate information that improves outcomes, efficiency, and 

reach 

Adapted from Takvorian SU, Balogh E, Nass S, Valentin VL, Hoffman-Hogg L, 

Oyer RA, Meropol NJ, Sheldon LK, Shulman LN. Developing and sustaining 

an effective and resilient oncology careforce: Opportunities for action. J Natl 

Cancer Inst. 2019. PMID: 31868912.
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The Challenge of the Continuum of Oncology Care

Initial Diagnosis
Active 

Treatment

Surveillance 
& 

Recovery

Team Team Team

Tools Tools Tools

Location Location Location

Diagnostics Must Be Integrated and Communicated
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‣To activate integrated diagnostics in community settings

• Networks of care must share competence and collaboration across locations

• Infrastructure must be built for cancer imaging networks to share expertise 

• Reports to clinicians must be timely, understandable, and useable in the 

clinic and at the bedside

• Integrated diagnostic reports must be seamlessly incorporated into the EMR 

and automatically interfaced with widely available and widely used cancer 

care guidelines

• We must all do our part to build knowledge by collecting and sharing patient 

data, creating a data bank similar to the collection of tissue for a tissue bank
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Equitable access to precision diagnosis and clinical trials that 

improve outcomes for every cancer patient in every community

Expand the capacity and representativeness of the oncology workforce 

including diagnosticians

Congressional mandate for EHR interoperability using minimum common 

oncology data elements (mCODE)   

Recommitment of Congress and NCI to establish hub and spoke delivery 

regions

Adapted from Gluck, A. R., Fuchs, C. S., Rusyn, E., Mukherjee, S., Oyer, R. A., Aakhus, E. O., Yabroff, K. R., 

Benz, E. J., McAneny, B., Nguyen, M. K., Brawley, O. W., Polite, B. N., Wiley, L. F., Irwin, M. L., Friedman, A. S., 

Deziel, N. C., M., N. L., Goodman, N., Lansing, S., … Golden, R. A. (2021). A View from the Ground: The 

Changing Landscape of Cancer Care. In A New Deal for Cancer: Lessons from a 50 year war. essay, Public 

Affairs. 

Recommendations from the Community Perspective
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