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UKRI-funded, 7 year project

Historical and emotional histories of face transplants

Anthropological, sociological, literary approaches

International and comparative

Collaborative and Open Access

Academic, Policy and Public Engagement Outputs. 





https://www.kcl.ac.uk/policy-institute/assets/aboutface-may-2022.pdf



Policy Lab recommendations

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/policy-institute/assets/aboutface-may-2022.pdf







The Quality-of-Life Question
We still know little about the actual “life-enhancing” impact(s) of face 
transplants on the patient or their families (or what counts - Laura and 
Sheila with different emotional and sensory experiences
Measurements of QoL are insufficient, inconsistent and mostly
designed without reference to patient-reported outcomes, or the 
experiences of family and carers 
Lack of longitudinal follow up or comparison to reconstruction or other 
forms of treatment
Language of surgery and medicine tends to be limited in recognising 
emotional impacts 
How and why to create face/VCA-specific Quality-of-Life measures? 



Recommendations for the field

Partnerships and collaborations to support equity and learning 
A community of respect and openness (medicine having to look inwards 
the same as other professions: a moment of change) 
Brokering international collaborations and comparisons
Transparency and data sharing 
International mentoring and support networks for surgical teams
Peer support for patients that is not skewed by data collection 
(building on cross-institutional funding, but led by peers)



For more information, please see the project website: 
www.interface.org.uk

And the website for the Centre for Technology and the Body at King’s 
College London: 
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/centre-for-technology-and-the-body

Or email me: fay.bound_alberti@kcl.ac.uk

Thank you!

http://www.interface.org.uk/
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/centre-for-technology-and-the-body
mailto:fay.bound_alberti@kcl.ac.uk
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