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Psychosocial and Ethical Factors specific to VCA

Personal

Goals of VCA procedure

Caregiver considerations

Society & Interaction

Access to Care
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Quality of Life after VCA (face, in particular)

Comfort with taking family on trips and to events after transplant

DisneyWorld Football tailgate
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Publicity and attention
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Media Attention, Publicity, and Privacy

Exceptional amount of info on the Web for a very few number of cases 



Donor’s sister meeting face recipient
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Compliance fatigue



9 Return to normalcy / celebration
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Family Dynamics

Bilateral hand and face recipient fully independent for firs time since injury



• Donor dignity preserved with 3D 
printed reproductions of donated 
VCA components
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Assuring the dignity of the donor
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Donor after organ and VCA recovery



Extensive Resources Required

Team, including MDs, Nursing, PT, OT, SLP, Social Work, Pharmacy – for 1 face VCA
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Psychosocial and Ethical Factors specific to VCA
Lasting effects from reconstructive surgeries preceding VCA transplant
Underlying psychologic trauma
Prior interactions with medical field
 Potential vulnerable population, risk for consent challenges

Quality of Life after VCA (face in particular) / definition of “Life Saving” & “Life Changing”
Acceptance (psychological) of allograft
Publicity and attention
Integration with society, sense of ‘more normal’

Distance to treatment team
Compliance fatigue
Risk of restricted access to care

Donor Factors

Clinical team size and breadth of expertise needed for success
 Team notoriety; caution re: motivations
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