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Today’s question

What would it take for patients and 
their communities to be empowered 
to improve their oral health and have 
equitable access to oral health 
services?



01.
Getting oral health on the 
global health agenda



Colgate-Palmolive x World Economic Forum:
Get oral health on global health agenda

Business leaders across 
industries

Healthcare providers and business 

leaders from pharma, MedTech, and 

insurance sectors, organizations across 

other industries such as professional 

services, consumer goods, and others.

Governments and International 
Organizations

Government leaders and Health Ministers 

across all geographies, including G7 and 

G20 country leaders, local governmental 

leaders and heads of international 

organizations such as WHO, UNICEF, 

UNAIDS, and others.

PhilanthropyCivil Society

Leaders from Civil Society organizations 

on international and national levels such 

as GAVI, CEPI and The Global Fund, 

PATH, as well as public health activists.

Academia

World-renowned academics from 

international universities and schools of 

public health such as Harvard T.H. Chan, 

Johns Hopkins, LSE and others, scientists 

and researchers across different 

disciplines. 

Experts

Foundations and other philanthropic 

organizations across continents, with the 

purpose to solve global public health issues, 

such as Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the 

Wellcome Trust, Novo Nordisk Foundation, 

The Rockefeller Foundation and others.

Outstanding experts from business and 

public sector such as the National Academy 

of Medicine, former heads of state and 

government leaders, members of the 

Global Future Council on Synthetic Biology.



Global Health Equity Network (GHEN)
+30 partners across industries and geographies contributing to the network's vision 

by developing and piloting multi stakeholder actions and tools to advance health equity 

impact and measurement, sharing best practice, and raising health equity onto global 

agendas. 



First objective 
accomplished

Marko Vujicic, Rifat Atun, Habib Benzian, Stefan Listl, Maria 

Ryan and Georgios Tsakos 

Oral Health 
Affinity Group



– Adopting health financing policies 
that improve coverage, access and 
affordability of oral healthcare 
services, particularly for deprived, 
disadvantaged and vulnerable 
groups.

– Promoting healthcare service 
delivery models that integrate oral 
healthcare services into primary, 
secondary and tertiary care.

– Developing innovative health and 
oral health workforce models, 
including training and remuneration, 
that allow for flexibility in addressing 
oral health needs.

– Implementing policies that promote 
upstream interventions focusing on 
prevention, health promotion and 
healthy behaviours, versus costly 
downstream treatment of oral 
disease.

Moving forward: Four action areas



02.
Addressing the root cause:
Low oral health literacy
& promoting self care
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Launched during February’s Oral Health Month
New website with OQ assessment

●

●

http://drive.google.com/file/d/13frCZv8G73xitKTjWkhX1RilJ8NqGy96/view


Significant improvements in knowledge, attitudes, and practices

Know Your OQ™ Impact Study 



03.
The Power of We:
The Power of Partnerships



Personalized Care Suite at  University of Penn

Serving  ~70 patients in a week

Adult disabilities Oral health Registry ( wide range disabilities)
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France, K.et al.A Pilot Study Exploring Caregivers’ Experiences Related to the Use of a Smart Toothbrush by Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Children 2024, 11, 460. 
n=17
Children with autism spectrum disorder level 1 and 2

58.8%
Brushed more often

100% used electric 

brush during entire study 
period

Smart Brush and Children with ASD
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Workforce Development

Programs such as the NDA “Audacity 
to Dream” scholarship program, the Freeman, 
Grant, Franklin Scholarship program at Harvard, 
and the Theodore E. Bolden Scholarship at 
Rutgers are a few examples of this commitment. 



Colgate and the NDA Foundation have awarded over $4.5 million in scholarships which have 
benefited student dentists and hygienists as well as those pursuing post-graduate training. We 
recently launched the Colgate / NDAF “TORCH” (Trailblazer in Oral Health Research Scholars of 
African Heritage) Post-Doctoral Fellow Program, to address racial disparities in oral health research. 

Colgate has also joined with the NDA Foundation to fund research on the impact of oral health-
related diseases in African-American communities. Partnering with Howard University and Meharry 
Medical College Schools of Dentistry, Colgate and the NDA Foundation have worked to expand the 
academic research of these institutions by providing students with research opportunities, which in 
turn will position them to be better academicians, public health advocates and dental practitioners. 

These efforts and others will help increase access to oral care, mitigating the impact of oral health 
related diseases on African Americans and minimizing health disparities. 



Returning to today’s question

What would it take for patients and 
their communities to be empowered 
to improve their oral health and have 
equitable access to oral health 
services?



It’s going to take us all...

● Getting oral health on the global health agenda

● Address the root cause: low oral health literacy

● The Power of We: working together to create the 
right programs, partnerships and products



Let’s get started


