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World Health Assembly Resolution 



Why is the resolution a big deal?



For the 1st time in 75 years, 
rehabilitation was part of the agenda



Political mandate

Normative weight
Moral value



What brought us here?



Conceptual clarity
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Conceptual clarity about

What rehabilitation is

What do we strive for

How we achieve it



Communication Mobility Self-care

Rehabilitation is about functioning 



Functioning
 Sleeping   Relationships   Working

  
Breathing   Seeing     Playing 

 Managing stress Dressing  Hearing

                           
Communication

Mobility

Self-care



Irrespective of age and health condition…

Optimal level of 
Functioning 

OutcomeImpact



WHO´s definition

Rehabilitation is defined as “a set of 
interventions designed to optimize functioning 
and reduce disability in individuals with health 
conditions in interaction with their 
environment”.

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rehabilitation

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rehabilitation
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Equity
Everyone who needs rehabilitation 
receives quality services to optimize 

and maintain their functioning in 
everyday life



Cieza A, Causey K, Kamenov K, Wulf Hanson S, Chatterji S, Vos T
Global estimates of the need for rehabilitation based on the Global Burden of Disease study 2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019. Lancet. 2021 Dec 19;396(10267):2006-17.

In many countries

<50%
receive the rehabilitation 

services they require 



Universal Health Coverage
• Provision of high-quality, essential services for

• Health promotion,
• Prevention,
• Treatment,
• Rehabilitation and 
• palliation
according to need

• Protection from financial hardship



Strengthening the Health System

Integrated
rehabilitation

services

Governance and 
leadership

Financing

Health 
information 

system
Health 

workforce

Essential 
medicines and 
technologies 

incl. AT



Community-based rehabilitation

SPEZIALIZED

Integration



Stakeholders' cohesion
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https://www.who.int/initiatives/rehabilitation-2030

Call for action

2017



Stakeholders’ cohesion by …

• Producing evidence

• Developing normative tools for health 
system strengthening

• Supporting countries



Evidence
Rehabilitation relevant for PUBLIC HEALTH



2.4 
Billion

people experience health 
conditions that could 

benefit from rehabilitation

1 in 3 63%
Since 1990

Cieza A, Causey K, Kamenov K, Wulf Hanson S, Chatterji S, Vos T
Global estimates of the need for rehabilitation based on the Global Burden of Disease study 2019: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2019. Lancet. 2021 Dec 19;396(10267):2006-17.



Evidence
Rehabilitation relevant for STRENGTHENING HEALTH SYSTEMS



Evidence

Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation relevant for CLINICAL MANAGEMENT



Stakeholders’ cohesion by …

• Producing evidence

• Developing normative tools for health 
systems strengthening

• Supporting countries



WHO technical tools for health system strengthening

WorkforceInformation 
systems Financing

Service 
delivery

Leadership and 
governance

Assistive 
Technology 

Technical tools
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Stakeholders’ cohesion by …

• Producing evidence

• Developing normative tools for health 
systems strengthening

• Supporting countries



> 40 countries





Champions
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Champions

• Individuals (including users)
• Institutions
• Organizations
• Member states



Argentina 
Australia 
Brazil 
China 
Colombia 
Croatia 
Ecuador 
Eswatini 
Ethiopia 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Israel 
Japan 
Kenya 
Morocco 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Romania 
Rwanda 
Slovakia 
USA



1. Conceptual Clarity

2. Stakeholder´s cohesion

3. Champions



…..
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA76/A76_R6-en.pdf



WHA 176.6
Urges…
Invites…
Requests…

Civil 
society 

WHO 
Director-General

Member states

WHA 176.6

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA76/A76_R6-en.pdf





Financing 

Expansion of 
services at all 
levels of care 

Provision of
high-quality 
interventions

Multidisciplinary 
rehabilitation 
skills



Information 
systems 

Quality research
Rehabilitation in 
emergencies

Assistive 
technology



Civil society invitation



Invitation
Study it

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA76/A76_R6-en.pdf

• Functioning

• Economics

• Health services

• Research

• Advocacy



Challenge
Let it inform your deliberations and 

outcome document



Impactful
“To provide independent, objective advice to inform policy with evidence,

spark progress and innovation, and confront challenging issues for the benefit of society.”



Thank you
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