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Data Sharing and Results Reporting:
An Essential Component



Responsible Sharing – Why transparency matters…

The PUBLIC

 Publicly funded research 
accountable to taxpayers 

 Transparency for greater 
trust

 Stewardship of research 
funds (less duplicating 
existing data, more 
advanced research)

SCIENTISTS

 Raises the bar for ensuring 
rigorous research

 Maximizes investment by 
reducing unnecessary 
duplication

 Allows data and results to 
be combined in 
unconventional ways

RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS

 Brings research to your 
community

 Enables society to 
contribute to improving 
health

 Maximizes volunteer 
contribution

 Ensures YOU are 
represented in research



Carrots,
Sticks, & the 
Golden Rule



Clinical Trials Results Reporting



Responsible 
Data Sharing –
Future NIH 
Policy Aims

• Establishes a flexible framework
• Sets a “floor” for  good practices
• Accommodates data size and diversity
• Incorporates human subjects 

protections

• Asks researchers how THEY plan to 
manage and share data

• Considers feasibility, including need 
for exceptions

• Includes how data may and may not 
be shared

• Includes suggested guidance
• Anticipates real world policy 

implications
• Can be updated as we learn



Responsible Data Sharing – NIH Draft Policy Development

Solicited
Community Input
Released RFI in 2018 on 

Proposed Provisions for a 
Draft NIH Data Management 

and Sharing Policy 

Develop Draft 
Policy

Assure proposed 
plans are flexible 

Develop guidance
for implementation

Solicit MORE 
Community Input

Release RFC –
October 2019 

Finalize NIH 
Policy for Data 

Management and 
Sharing 

Release Date –
Early 2020



Rigor & Reproducibility (Transparency)

https://www.nih.gov/research-training/rigor-reproducibility



Rigor & Reproducibility – Continuing to do better….



NIH…Turning Discovery Into Health
www.nih.gov/hope @CWolinetzNIH
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