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2019 Workshop focused on:
• Wildfire & Inequities 
• Health Effects
• Response & Recovery
• Preparedness & Living with Fire
• Research Needs
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Research needs
• “We don’t know much more than we know,”
• Much basic biomedical research is still needed, for example, the 

physiological mechanisms of smoke inhalation are still uncertain.
• How to estimate exposure to wildfire smoke or other contaminants 

from wildfires.
• Lack of research on recovery as a community process.
• Need for more research on structural inequities at the local levels in 

recoveries.
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Progress Made
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EPA
https://www.epa.gov/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires
EPA, the USDA Forest Service, and other federal, state and 
community agencies and organizations are working together 
to identify ways the public can prepare to reduce their health 
risk before a wildfire. 
Public health officials and others can use the resources in 
the Smoke-Ready Toolbox to help educate people about the 
risks of smoke exposure and actions they can take to protect 
their health.
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https://www.epa.gov/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires
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2022 US Forest Service,

The Wildland Fire Smoke 
Science Assessment documents 
the state of smoke-related 
science from past to present and 
provides insights into future 
needs. The assessment was 
motivated, at least in part, by 
recent wildfire years with 
substantial smoke impacts in the 
continental USA. 
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1. Require all homes and business in the wildland urban interface (WUI) to be 
more resistant to ignition from wildfire embers and flames

2. Current codes and standards, as well as sound land use practices must be in 
use and enforced for new development and rebuilding in wildfire-prone areas

3. Fire departments for communities in the WUI must be prepared to respond 
safely and effectively to wildfire

4. Government must increase resources for vegetative fuel management on 
public land

5. The public must understand its role and take action in reducing wildfire risk

A Call to End the Destruction of Communities by Wildfire in 30 Years

https://www.nfpa.org/wildfirepolicy
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© 2023 Wildfire Prepared Home – A program of the Insurance 
Institute for Business & Home Safetyhttps://wildfireprepared.org/



NFPA.ORG  |  © National Fire Protection Association.  All rights reserved. 17

chemicalinsights.org
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Existing Gaps
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Policies to protect 
Wildland Urban 
Interface from Wildfires 
inadequate.
No progress on 
research on recovery 
or structural inequities 
in recovery.
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Existing Gaps
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Opportunities
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148 Recommendations 
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