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The landscape has changed significantly 

but some challenges persist

- Production is almost entirely descriptive.

- Main challenge: development of analytic skills 

to produce conceptual work.



In-depth training is needed

Highest level of training needed to produce 

knowledge on bioethics: conceptual research, 

guidance development, global dialogue.



Three 

Ievels of 

training

We need to 

take the last 

step: our 

own cadre of 

experts.



What is stopping us?

• It’s hard to train to develop practical skills.

– Bioethics = activity, not just knowledge.

– Very time consuming, handful of very busy experts

• Even harder to teach tricks to an old dog.

– Mid-career and part-time approach.

– Often no prior conceptual background.

• We speak a different “language”: 

– Limited consumption of international bioethics 

literature  limited production of bioethics 

literature that meets international standards.



But we’re making progress

Honest, critical assessments and 

collaborations among training programs:
- From step 2 to 3

- Focus on our needs

- Push from PAHO:

Mandate from

Countries in the

Americas

New generations!

www.paho.org/bioethics

http://www.paho.org/bioethics

