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Respiratory Protection During the COVID Pandemic

* Mask use initially discouraged by federal leadership
*Following endorsement by CDC in March, quickly politicized

* As impact of Stay-at-Home orders (economic, mental health,
educational) became apparent, low economic impact non-
pharmaceutical interventions became a primary option for
curbing the pandemic
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Efforts at Education
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Trends in community-based observations of mask-wearing by

Tri-County Health Department, Summer 2020
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Impact of State Face Mask Mandates on COVID-19

By Wei Lyu and George L Wehby

Exhibit 4: Mask Mandates Raise the Percentage of People Who “Always” or “Frequently” Wear Masks
by Around 25pp in the 30+ Days After Signing
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averted By May 22, 2020 by these mandates. The findings suggest that
requiring face mask use in public might help in mitigating COVID-19
spread. | Editor’s Note: This Fast Track Ahead Of Print article is the
accepted version of the peer-reviewed manuscript. The final edited version
will appear in an upcoming issue of Health Affairs. |
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Goldman Sachs: Impact of Face Mask Mandates

e === Exhibit 5: Mask Mandates Are Associated with Large Declines in COVID-19 Case and Fatality Growth
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Association of Face Mask Mandates with COVID-19 Cases, Tri-

County Health Department Area, Colorado

Daily Reported Cases by Symptom Start Date, by County

3-day rolling average
Grayed-out area is a 10-day lag; the usual amount of time between symptom onset date and the date a case is reported.
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Message Testing among Minority Communities: Top Two Messages

How convincing are these statements as reasons All Among those Among the Those
to follow public health guidelines and laws to help 51% who 29% smwht 20%
strongly agree agree Neither/

stop the spread of coronavirus or COVID-197
with public Disagree

health orders

5A. Some people can’t stay home because of their
jobs. We all owe it to grocery workers, doctors 49% 69% 35% 14%
and nurses, and other essential workers to do our
part. Let’s stop the spread of COVID-19 to protect
them.

1. We can keep our families safe by keeping our
distance from others, wearing a mask, and 45 68 30 7
washing our hands. Doing these things can help
us protect the people we love like our parents or
grandparents.
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Ongoing Evolution of Public Messages

* Messaging needs to be ongoing, ¢Ut|||zas tu
multi-modal, culturally targeted mascarilla?

* Appeals to altruism can work

* Shaming, politicization doesn’t Are you masking

work

Encuentre las otras 5
medidas de seguridad aqui

www.tchd.org/PracticeSafeSix

Find the other 5 at

www.tchd.org/PracticeSafeSix
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Timing is Everything: Considering Respiratory Protection from
Wildfire Smoke During the COVID Pandemic

-
L 4
| ‘,,, 5 . “ Will Your COVID-19 Mask Protect You
,ﬂ_. ™ from Wildfire Smoke?

+ People in the West now have to protect themselves not only from the novel
coronavirus, but from wildfire smoke as well.

+ Health experts say an N95 mask is your best bet for protecting yourself from both the
novel coronavirus and wildfire smoke.

+ Research shows KN95 masks are just as effective.
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What Supports Does Public Health Need to Effectively

Communicate?

*Readily available “respiratory protection 101” for baseline
understanding of uses in variety of settings

* Context and target audience-specific information, available for
“just in time” use and consistently delivered

*Clear explanation of the range of options (eg, avoiding the
perfect being the enemy of the good)

* Materials adaptable for easy use and branding
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Learnings from the Pandemic: Largest Natural Experiment in

Promoting Respiratory Protection in World History

nature

e Collateral benefit of mask wearing on e
other respiratory infections, especially How COVID-19 is changing the cold and flu
those for which highly effective e i nenze o
vaccines not available
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