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Transplant Waiting List : April 14,2021

Kidney 
98,366

Liver
12,049

Heart 
3572

Kidney‐Pancreas
1746 Lung, 1018

Intestines, 213

117,917 Candidates for a Solid Organ Transplant 



Transplant Waiting List : June 1, 2017

Kidney 
109,136

Liver
16,601

Heart 
4240

Kidney‐Pancreas
2016 Lung, 1408

Intestines, 277

129,005 Candidates for a Solid Organ Transplant 



Waitlist Demographics in US as of April 2021



Time on Dialysis Waiting for a Transplant 
Affects the Outcome of Transplantation

% Higher risk 
of graft loss

Getting a Transplant before going on dialysis provides the best chance for graft survival
The longer a patient is on dialysis the worse the graft outcome after transplantation
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Patients are Waiting Longer and Longer 
for a Kidney Transplant 

Average waiting 
time 3‐4 years

15% of patients 
are on the list    

> 5 years  



Wide variation in Cadaveric Donation Rates 
in the U.S. 

Cadaveric Kidney Donation rates (per 1000 deaths) 



MTI Experience on Waitlist (2015-2019; n=1287)



MTI Waitime on Waitlist by Blood Type 
(2015-2019; n=1287)

We observed a decrease in disparity between African Americans and Hispanics versus Caucasians, with average waiting 
times decreasing from 2.5 years to 1.2 years and 1.6 years to 0.5 years, respectively.  There were no type B recipients 
who received A2 donors in this cohort. 



MTI Waitlist Information (7/1/2019-6/30/2020)



Deceased Donor Recipient Demographic 
for MTI



Organ Offer Acceptance Based on the MTI Waitlist



Deceased Donor Transplant Rates - MTI



How Is this Possible?



Transplanting Beyond the Expected

• Waitlist Management – Right Selection of Transplant Candidate
• Donor Selection and Optimization including Choosing the Right 

Recipient for the Right Kidney
• Perioperative Management to Minimize Complications
• Post Care Management from DGF and beyond – Including 

Immunosuppressive Management



Waitlist Management

• Key Understanding to Optimize Capabilities to Transplant Successfully
• Recipient Selection: Understanding that Not Everyone is a Transplant 

Candidate
• Identifying Criteria on Who can be Transplanted with What Kidney –

Identification at time of Listing and ongoing decision while waiting
• Beyond the Selection Committee – How to Maintain the Kidney 

Transplant List
• EDUCATION!!! (During evaluation and throughout time on the 

waitlist) – It Never Ends



Waitlist Management Tools



Importance of Right Recipient 
Selection for Challenging Kidneys











Maintenance of Waitlist

• Importance of Identifying Risk Stratification and Special Needs 
for Follow-Up: Cardiac High Risk, Social High Risk, 
Immunological High Risk
• Follow-Up Clinic and Diagnostic Testing 
• Waitlist Committee 
• High Risk Selection Committee



Education
• Patients in Evaluation and While on Waitlist – optimize their 

healthcare on the list and improve post transplant survival and 
compliance
• Dialysis Centers
• Referring Physicians
• Understanding and Meeting the Demands of Your Waitlist based on 

Demographic (ie: Hispanic Transplant Program)
•Ultimate Goal: Educate the People – cultural needs 

should be addressed to improve timely referral and even 
impact donation and transplantation rates
•Key – Awareness and Setting Expectations



Education



Education on Transplant Journey



Barriers For Patients and Potential Donors
• Language, including differences in dialect
• Cultural differences between patients and providers
• Distrust of providers or other individuals who do not understand the patient’s 
culture
• Lack of community awareness
• Misconceptions about organ donation and transplantation
• Barriers impair access to preventive care, health education and some 
treatment options

• Solution: Hispanic Transplant Program and now Starting to 
Build a Haitian Transplant Program in Miami




