
ENCOURAGING DATA SHARING 
OUTSIDE OF MANDATES
ASHLEY FARLEY 

PROGRAM OFFICER OF KNOWLEDGE & RESEARCH SERVICES 

BILL & MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION 



WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED 

• Capacity/Resourcing Limitations 

• Depends on where they publish as to quality of the data sharing 

• Downstream versus Update



DATA SHARING 
FRICTION 
POINTS

Different disciplines are 

experiencing the same obstacles to 

data sharing 

While friction points may be similar 

solutions may not be 





DATA AVAILABILITY 
STATEMENTS 

• You can’t know what you don’t 

know

• Encourages thinking through the 

data sharing component

• Creates necessary linkages    



GATES OPEN RESEARCH 
EXAMPLE

• Links to repository where data can be 

downloaded 

• Explicitly states why some data can’t 

be openly shared 

• Includes what is necessary to gain 

access to safeguarded data 



DEEP BLUE 

• Depositing Assistance 

• Robust Metadata 

• External linkages 



DEEP BLUE 

• Articles need to point to the data 

• Improve data searchability 
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TREATING DATA AS AN ASSET

FOUNDATION DATA SHARING MODEL



HOW WE CAN DO BETTER

• Data Availability Statement requirements 

• Partnering with publishers & partners who do this well 

• Deep Blue Example

• Recognize & promote those already doing this 

• Showing the value of data management & sharing will encourage these 

practices without a forcing mechanism 

• Treat Data as an Asset 


