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Metaphors for data sharing …

Theft Sacrifice Obligation
Honored 

Work



Who do we need to incentivize to honor data 
sharing?

Scientists
• Many competing demands

• Grant support never covers full effort

Program Officials 
• Huge discretion in enforcement

• Unclear support for open science and data sharing



Honoring data sharing through the biosketch?

C. Contributions to Science

Format: Briefly describe up to five of your most significant contributions to 
science. The description of each contribution should be no longer than one half 
page, including citations.

From 5 contributions to 1+4?
Could we reserve a contribution for resource or data sharing?

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm



Honoring data sharing at an agency level?

• How do we automate this tracking? DOIs? 

• Does implementation dictate our oversight and incentives? 
https://reporter.nih.gov/

Shared 
Data or Resources?



Honoring data sharing at the portfolio 
level?

How do we honor the foresight and mentorship program officials offer 
to make data sharing impactful?

• How do we move from projects and agencies, to portfolios?

• How do we track derivative works, and the value of data sharing 
itself?



Three takeaways

• We are in a cultural shift honor sharing. NIH may need to develop 
specific tools to make this stick. 

• To help incentivize sharing for scientists, we need to ensure all 
scientists are expected to highlight their sharing accomplishments to 
NIH and their peers.

• We need to incentivize and honor NIH program officers to make data 
sharing impactful across portfolios.


