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Data Matters 

 Data can help us to identify successes, gaps, 
and challenges  

 Longitudinal data helps to measure progress 
over time 

 Data can set the course for where we want to 
go and inspire change toward a more just and 
equitable world 

 When we are relentlessly empirical, and 
committed to creating more effective 
organizations, building stronger communities, 
and promoting equality in opportunity, we can 
garner support – financial, political, social –
for evidence-informed action in the disaster 
social services realm  
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In their analysis of the Women and 

Their Children’s Health (WaTCH) 

survey data, along with other 

secondary data, Lauren Clay and 

David Abramson found that for each 

additional prosocial institution 

established between 2005-2010 in 

the community, study participants 

were 21% less likely to report a 

child mental health diagnosis. Their 

work suggests that investments in 

social services during the disaster 

recovery period can help build 

resilience to future hazards 

(forthcoming, Environmental Justice). 





Data Gaps  “But when your big data is corrupted by big 

silences, the truths you get are half-truths, at 

best.” –Caroline Criado Perez, Invisible Women: 

Data Bias in a World Designed for Men



Data Limitations

 Can be costly, time consuming, and difficult 

to collect primary disaster social services 

data

 This is true during non-disaster times, when social 

service agencies serving vulnerable populations 

are already over-taxed 

 During disasters, when these agencies switch to 

response mode, data collection may become 

more difficult or even impossible  



Data Sharing 

Issues 

 Data are often collected in inconsistent ways, making them 
incomparable across time and place 

 Data privacy concerns abound – especially for socially 
marginalized populations

 Lack of networks, trust, time, resources to share data 

 Lack of infrastructure, training, and mechanisms for sharing 
data   





Data Matters: 

Mutually Beneficial Partnerships



Building Capacities to 

Protect Children in Disasters



https://hazards.colorado.edu/research-projects/save-the-children

Interactive Data Maps: 
Potentially Vulnerable Children 

in Arkansas and Nebraska  



Data Matters: 

NSF-Supported Cyberinfrastructure for Disaster 

Social Science and Public Health Data Sharing 





Data Matters

 Quantitative data often drive policy change – but these data are most 

effective when coupled with stories grounded in lived reality 

 The richest data on social services are often at the local level, but 

without additional resources, these data can be difficult to scale-up 

and scale-out 

 We need support for local, state, and national efforts to support 

disaster research on social service delivery 



Thank you! Please sign up for updates and 

information for the 

Natural Hazards Center and CONVERGE: 

hazards.colorado.edu/signup

converge.colorado.edu/signup

https://hazards.colorado.edu/signup
https://hazards.colorado.edu/signup
https://converge.colorado.edu/signup
https://converge.colorado.edu/signup

