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PURPOSE AND 
APPROACH 

1. Establish how the subfield of 
children and disaster research in 
the social and behavioral sciences 
has grown and evolved over time.

2. Identify the major trends in theory, 
methods, and research that have 
shaped the study of children and 
disasters as well as the broader field 
of disaster research.

3. Identify future directions for 
children and disaster research. 

Literature Search for 
*Children and Disasters 

Via Web of Science and Social 
Sciences Abstracts

Eliminate Duplicate 
Publications

Organize Search Results 
Using 20 Analytic Categories



PUBLICATION 
PATTERNS 
OVER TIME

• 1,657 publications between 1945 and 

2016, with nearly half in print since 2010. 

• Most of the available research in the 

social and behavioral sciences focuses on 

natural hazard events (e.g., Hurricanes 

Hugo, Andrew, Katrina; Haiti Earthquake) 

and other large-scale catastrophes 

(Chernobyl; Oklahoma City; 9/11). 

• Most research is cross-sectional, 

although more longitudinal studies 

beginning in 1990s and accelerating after 

2005. 

1

5

0

12

76

367

372

824

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

1940-49

1950-59

1960-69

1970-79

1980-89

1990-99

2000-09

2010-16

Publications on Children and Disasters

Total Publications



SIX MAJOR WAVES OF 
RESEARCH

Wave 1
• Assessing 

Children's 
Psychological 
and Behavioral 
Reactions to 
Disaster

Wave 2
• Understanding 

Children's 
Exposure and 
Physical Health 
Outcomes

Wave 3
• Characterizing 

Social 
Vulnerability and 
Considering 
Socio-
Demographic 
Characteristics

Wave 4
• Placing Children in 

Broader Socio-
Ecological 
Context

Wave 5
• Revealing 

Children’s 
Resilience, 
Strengths, and 
Capacities

Wave 6
• Centering 

Children’s Voices, 
Perspectives, 
Actions, and 
Human Rights

• Waves are Not Discrete but Instead are Overlapping; Start of New Wave Does Not Indicate End of Earlier Wave 

• Primary Disciplines, Methodologies and Theoretical Orientations, Phase(s) of Disaster Cycle

• Emerging Questions and Approaches



- There are substantial differences 
between infants, toddlers, young 
children, and adolescents.
- Disasters may influence children’s 
ability to focus on schoolwork and 
may create or amplify behavioral 
issues within classrooms.

- Links historical and economic root 
causes of disaster to current unsafe 
conditions.
- Much of this work does not 
disaggregate children’s experiences by 
age, stage of development, race, or 
gender, instead referring to children and 
youth as a uniform category or treating 
these characteristics as control variables.

Children exposed to disaster or 
environmental contaminants may:
- Experience serious developmental 
consequences.
- Suffer neurobehavioral 
impairments.
- Be killed or injured when disasters 
strike. 

-
-Parents, especially mothers, and 
schools and teachers have been 
identified as key to helping children 
prepare for, evacuate, and recover from 
disasters. 
- Children can experience disorientation 
and diminished wellbeing as a result of 
displacement from culturally familiar 
surroundings.

- Children play a role in disaster risk 
reduction and climate change across 
the globe.
- This work has focused on 
understanding and highlighting 
children’s perspectives, while 
developing community-based 
engagement strategies with an explicit 
goal for social justice.

- There is published evidence of the 
ways that children help their peers, 
families, schools, organizations, and 
communities in disaster.
- Preparedness efforts in children and 
youth may be especially effective if 
they link individual preparedness with 
schools and communities.

Children's Psychological and 
Behavioral Reactions

Children's Exposure and Physical 
Health

Social Vulnerability and Socio-
Demographic Characteristics

Children in Broader Socio-
Ecological Context

Children’s Resilience, Strengths, 
and Capacities

Children’s Voices, Perspectives, 
and Actions



FUTURE DIRECTIONS AND

ENDURING QUESTIONS

There remains a need for more explicitly intersectional research

More nuanced analyses of factors that influence children’s participation in 
disaster risk reduction and climate change adaption strategies

Sustained support and funding for life course research 

More interdisciplinary teams to push the boundaries of children and 
disaster studies

Recognizing children as "digital natives" 

More scholarship focusing on key organizations and institutions that may 
be producing and/or reducing risk in children’s lives

More evidence-informed evaluation research as well as more policy-
focused research
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