
NSF-suppor t ed 
Ext rem e Event  Research Inf rast ruct ure/Resources

Jacqueline (Jack) Meszaros                                                         jmeszaro@nsf.gov
Science and Technology Advisor for Natural Hazards, Disasters, and Resilience

1



Grants for Rapid Response Research (RAPID)
• Allowable  when  the re  is sever u rgency with  regard  to  ava ilab ility of, or 

access to  da ta , facilitie s or specia lized  equ ipm ent, includ ing qu ick-response  
research  on  na tu ra l or an th ropogen ic d isaste rs and  sim ila r unan ticipa ted  
even ts. 

• PI(s) m ust con tact the  NSF program  office r(s) whose  expertise  is m ost 
ge rm ane  to  the  p roposa l top ic be fore  subm itting a  RAPID proposa l. 

• In te rna l review on ly. Fast tu rnaround .
• The  Project Descrip tion  is expected  to  be  b rie f (two to  five  pages) and  

exp la ins why the  p roposed  research  is of an  u rgen t na tu re .
• Awards m ay be  up  to  $200,000 for 1-year dura tion .
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https://www.designsafe-ci.org/


• Established 2015
• Provides data and cloud-based tools for researchers in 

Natural Hazards Engineering
• Data Depot, Discovery Workspace, Reconnaissance 

Portal, Learning Center tutorials
• Almost 5,000 users, 15 TB of public data, more than 

30,000 tool invocations, over 100,000 views of online 
training materials

• https://www.designsafe-ci.org/

NSF Award #1520817 Ellen Rathje, PI

https://www.designsafe-ci.org/


• The RAPID facility provides investigators 
with equipment, software, and support 
services needed to collect, process, and 
analyze perishable data from natural 
hazards events.

• Over 300 field instruments, RApp mobile 
data collection, post-processing

• Since 2018: Over 50 field missions 
worldwide—in support of 30+ organizations 
and agencies

• Trained over 200 individuals from 
academia and federal agencies

rapid.designsafe-ci.org

NSF Award #1611820 Joseph Wartman, PI



25NSF Award #1841338

Encouraging 
the Ethical 
Conduct of 
Research

Identifying, 
Connecting, 

and 
Coordinating 
Researchers

Promoting 
Convergence 

Research
Established: 2018 

converge.colorado.edu

https://converge.colorado.edu/research-networks/sseer


CONVERGE CAPABILITIES
Resources
Training modules
EE research 
checksheets
Instruments
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Data
Mobile 
applications for 
SS and IS data 
collection

Communications
Webinars and 
forums to connect 
and educate

Research 
Networks
Seven Extreme 
Events Research 
Networks
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CONVERGELeadersh ip Corps
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For the first time, academic 
hazards-focused, disciplinary 
and interdisciplinary 
communities are working 
together on a large scale to 
advance:

• research coordination

• ethical best practices

• scientific agenda setting

• systematic data collection

• data sharing and publication
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