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Michael J. Barrasse 

 Special Assistant US Attorney
 Special Assistant PA Attorney General
 Former District Attorney (3 terms)
 22 years Trial Court Judge
 Past Chairman BOD National & PA Association Drug Court 

Professionals
 NHTSA/ABA/Judicial Outreach Liaison
 American Bar Association Executive Committee, Specialize Trial 

Court Judges
 Judicial Advisory Council Responsibility.org 



Reality From the Trenches, of the 
Bench

 #1 Obstacle
 STIGMA

 #2 Misinformation
 Lack of Adequate Information

 #3 Regulations

 #4 Availability Pathway

 #5 Changes









Stigma 

Past Problems
 Doctor Pill Factories

 Paying for Prescription Only

 Clients traveling To Other Jurisdictions
 High Diversion Potential 
 High Abuse Potential 
 No Treatment counseling



Today – OTP Obstacles 
 Stigma or Reality of past problems
 Criminal Justice System adverse to Methadone
 Buprenorphine Naltrexone  less of a stigma & and can be 

prescribed in an office or prison setting as Compared to Opioid 
Treatment Program (OTP)

 Very few Methadone programs as compared to alternative 
medication availability

 Hours of operation of Methadone programs
 Transportation
 Childcare
 Work
 States have MORE restrictive procedures for prescribing & 

distribution of Methadone



NEED Pathway to Methadone

 Warm hand-off from hospital to correct level of MAT 
care

 Most Criminal Justice “Jails” do not have Methadone 
included in their Medication Formularies

 Insurance Mandates
 End Date
 Won’t Cover “Out of Network”
 Costly medication for self-pay



Changes in Regulation

 Rule 1: All Opioid Use Disorder Patients 
 Must be assessed for appropriate MAT, including Methadone & reason 

given, if denied.
 Deemed appropriate for methadone treatment must be provided with 

the same pathways to treatment as any other MAT. 

 All Federal grants must require grantees (including States) to abide by Rule 1 or 
NOT eligible for funding.

 All States, Agencies, Providers and Insurers that fail to follow Rule 1 will be subject 
to prosecution by U.S. DOJ Civil Rights Division for failure to comply with Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

 Rule 2: All OUD Patients deemed appropriate for MAT must be provided 
with proper level of care of treatment and counseling until it is deemed no 
longer appropriate by the D&A coalitions. 



Contact Information

Judge Michael J. Barrasse

mbarrasse@gmail.com

(570) 963-6452
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