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The Wrong Model



Health law partners addressing challenges to
public health authority and infrastructure.

Perhaps more than at any other time in its history, public health is being directly and 
significantly impacted by how laws and policies are being implemented—or weakened.



Law is a treatment – but not treated like one

Law is not developed, implemented and evaluated 
strategically or systematically. Typically, we don’t know:

• Whether and how it is working
• Whether it has side effects
• Where it has been adopted

?





It is well established that the 
usefulness of any legal 

control measure will depend
not on its potential 

effectiveness under optimal 
conditions, but rather on its 

functioning and effects in the 
typical conditions of real life. 
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Public health practice now 
emphasizes the role of law.
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The Five Essential Public Health Law Services
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What Can Public Health Leaders do?
● Give more attention to the relationship among law, trust and misinformation.
● Help spread the word in the community that lack of legal competency played an 

important role in both resistance to COVID-19 emergency rules and their 
difficulties in court, and will cause problems again if no action is taken.

● Recognize that the design, enactment, implementation and evaluation of law are 
all core components of public health work – and point to the tools and resources 
of public health law and legal epidemiology that are now available for teaching 
and doing that work

● Speak forcefully to the need to significantly strengthen and improve legal 
training and professional capacity in the workforce.
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