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• Financial Relationships:

• Dr. Tookes receives grant funding from Gilead Sciences and ViiV Healthcare.

• The FOCUS Program is a public health initiative that enables partners to develop and 
share best practices in routine blood-borne virus (HIV, HCV, HBV) screening, 
diagnosis, and linkage to care in accordance with screening guidelines promulgated 
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force (USPSTF), and state and local public health departments.  

• FOCUS funding supports HIV, HCV, and HBV screening and linkage to the first 
appointment after diagnosis. FOCUS partners do not use FOCUS awards for activities 
beyond linkage to the first appointment. 

Disclosures



Adapted from Shiau S et al. AIDS Behav (2020). Singer M. (John Wiley & Sons, 2009). 

What barriers do people who inject drugs face?



Implementing Opt-Out Testing for HIV/HCV



Tookes et al., 2020

HIV Outbreak Identification and Response
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Tele-Harm Reduction Intervention

Tookes et al., 2021



R01-DA058352-01 (MPI Tookes & Bartholomew)

Title: In pursuit of a one-stop shop: a hybrid type 1 effectiveness-implementation trial of 
comprehensive tele-harm reduction for people who inject drugs

Setting: IDEA Miami SSP (fixed and mobile)

CHARIOT Trial

Primary Aim: Evaluate the 
effectiveness of C-THR on PrEP and 
MOUD initiation and retention

Secondary Aim: Cost, cost-
effectiveness and long-term clinical 
impact of C-THR

Secondary Aim: Assess 
implementation process and scalability 
of C-THR



Adoption of telehealth services at SSPs



Differences in medical service implementation at SSPs



Why Should SSPs be testing for HIV and HCV?

Behrends et al., 2018

Only 15-17% of clients 
received testing onsite
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