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Sharing Tribal Research Initiatives
Panel Objectives

This panel will:

e Highlight innovative research about resilience to disasters and
public health emergencies among Indigenous American and
Tribal nations and communities.

e Discuss how mitigation and risk-reduction strategies can bolster
disaster resilience.

Thank you—Laura Hammitt, MD
Director, Infectious Disease Program, JHU CIH
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Johns Hopkins Center for
Indigenous Health

= Founded:1991at Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg SchoolofPublic Health by Dr.
Mathu Santosham

= Mission: We work in partnership with
communities to advance Indigenous well-
being and health leadership to the
highest level.

= Vision: Thriving Indigenous com munities
worldwide




Our Center’s Scope

Today,we have over 300 staff
members and faculty working
at the Center.

80% ofthe Center’semployees
are Indigenous

Over 90% ofthe Center team is
working on the frontlines of
Indigenous communities

Working across 27 states and
165+ com munities.

New partnerships with
Indigenous com munities in
Canada, Australia,and New

Zealand




POLICY &
ADVOCACY

Recruiting and mentoring
Indigenous graduate and
doctoralstudents and early
career Indigenous public
health scientists.

EDUCATION &
TRAINING

Accelerating equity via
policies that can transform
access to health and
education,and uplift Tribal
sovereignty.

CIH Governance Structure:
4 Major Cores

Tribal Advisory Council and
Tribal Engagement Core

Research .

Internal Center
Advisory Board

Education and Wise Practices

Training

®y

RESEARCH &
EVALUATION

Utilizing com munity-based
participatoryresearch and
partnering with Indigenous
communities to develop
innovative, strengths-based
research to address public
health priorities and share our
solutions with the world.

WISE PRACTICES

Recognizing research
intervention findings are
meaningless ifthey stop at
peer-reviewed publications
that "sit on the shelf." We are
committed to sharing our
proven program s with Tribal
communities to adapt and
implement for their contexts.
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JHU CIH Research Personnel Embedded with IHS to Expand Testmg,
ﬁ Contact Tracing, Vaccine Blitzes with Apache, Navajo partners




Supported Isolation and
Quarantine and PPE Distribution
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Activities

COVID-19 Testing
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C OVI D Te si'i Nn g C 00 rd i na ﬁ on COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Home Testing

Testing strategy ;5
o H O m e te St k it i n St r u Ct i O n S COVID-19 testing is important to slow the spread of virus and identify people that need treatment.

Because people are contagious before developing symptoms, testing is also important for stopping the
silent spread of the infection.

([ SChOOl testing guidance Ellume BinaxNOW QuickVue iHealth
» Testing Community of Practice b= | S
* A space to share best practices, discuss :
emerging issues, and facilitate o | | |
communication across groups involved in N B R T R

t h e r‘e S p O n S e Recommended Uses of Rapid Home Tests on the Navajo Nation:
+ For those with exposure to COVID-19 (close contacts) — test 5 days after last COVID-19 exposure
* For those with symptoms of COVID-19
* Routine screening required by employer
° N ] N t L] SA RS C V 2 St ] = 3-5 days after activities with risk of exposure to COVID-19
- - * Prior to visiting family who are elderly, have medical risks (for example, people diabetes, obesity or lung
avaJ O a I O n O ra I n disease), or who are unvaccinated
* Prior to returning home from working away

= * Prior to any family gatherings (best done immediately prior to gathering). NOTE: people with COVID-19
u rve I a n C e symptoms should not attend or host gatherings, even if they test negative

Note: Testing is NOT recommended for anyone with a COVID-19 infection in the past 90 days unless there are
new symptoms of COVID-19 and the provider or public health team advises testing.

NAVAJO HEALTH COMMAND OPERATIONS CENTER

recoverCOVID.org DIKOS NTSAAIGI(:19 @ conmmmuminioemaonars

www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.govw COVID-19

ORONAVIRUS




OVID-19 Research
Activities
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57-HOUR WEEKEND

“{LOCKDOWN

All essential businesses will be closed
and Navajo residents can leave their
homesites only in cases of safety,
health, or medical emergencies.

id STAY““
H” ‘ME

;fﬁﬂ v
Navajo Nation Public Health Emergency
Order No. 2020-10
Starts: Friday, May 15, 2020 at 8:00pm
Ends: Monday, May 18, 2020 at 5:00am

HEALTH AND SCIENCE

First human trial for coronavirus
vaccine begins Monday in the US

PUBLISHED MON, MAR 16 2020.1:38 PM EDT | UPDATED MON, MAR 16 2020.6:22 PM EDT

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/16/first-human-trial-for-coronavirus-vaccine-begins-monday-in-the-us.html
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Circle of Trust L g
Community }
A
Trusted entity > Participant
Y

Investigator

Mainous A, Kelliher A, Warne D. Recruiting Indigenous Patients Into
Clinical Trials: A Circle of Trust. Ann Fam Med. 2023 Jan-Feb;21(1):54-56. doi:
10.1370/afm.2901. PMID: 36690478; PMCID: PMC9870649.



Considerations for tribal participation in
COVID-19 prevention clinical trials

* Promote health equity

* Ensure that products that are licensed and recommended for use nationally
have evidence for use locally

* Provide foundation for equitable access and widespread acceptance and
uptake

* Studies must be
* Supported by and done in partnership with the community
* Approved by the tribal IRB (e.g., Navajo Nation Human Research Review Board)

* Implemented by a trusted partner with local teams who are experienced in the
conduct of clinical trials

* Done in close partnership with local IHS/638 facilities



Community input on high priority concerns
Identification of potential interventions
Discussion with potential sponsors

Community approval, facility (IHS/638) approval, IRB approval
Develop recruitment plan with facility partners

Approach potential participants, discuss informed consent

Eligible volunteers receive the randomly assigned intervention
(vaccine or placebo) and complete follow-up

Dissemination of results to community and other key stakeholders




COVID-19 Pfizer/BioNTech

Began as Phase 1-2
study in adults

Expanded to global
Phase 2-3 study

MmRNA Vaccine Trial

Local advisory
committee was
convened. Protocol
submitted to
Navajo Nation
Human Research
Review Board and
National IHS IRB.

o

4 JHU CIH sites
joined in Sept 2020
after more than
20,000 people had
been enrolled in
the global multi-
site study (150
sites in 6 countries;
sites in 39 US)

44,165 participants globally = 438 Al/AN participants =277 adults at JHU CIH sites

recoverCOVID.org




Pfizer/BioNTech Vaccine Efficacy
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recoverCOVID.org F.P.Polack,etal.DOI:10.1056/NEJMoa2034577 o



COVID-19 study begins in Rapid City

By Staff | on February 11, 2021

By Travis Dewes
SCIENCE Native Sun News Today Staff Writer

Tribes were often overlooked in
COVID-19 vaccine trials, frustrating

[ ]
Indigenous leaders : e
time to consider joining
Amanda Morris Arizona Republic

Published 7:00 a.m. MT May 25, 2021 this COVID-19 vaccine

O v = clinical trial.

An email. That's how Moderna,

an American

biotechnology company, asked the
Hualapai Tribe about participating in its
COVID-19 vaccine trial.

Thank you for taking the

Contact us to learn more:

Lummi Tribal Health Center
2592 Kwina Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 312-2268
publichealth@lummi-nsn.gov

Tribal officials asked the company to go
through its media team, meet face-to-

recoverCOVID.org

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-science/2021/05/25/mistrust-leads-low-tribal-participation-covid-19-vaccine-trials/7291596002/
https://www.nativesunnews.today/articles/covid-19-study-begins-in-rapid-city/?fbclid=IwAR2aDvDXK50fFV2cPg9IGVLIC7yGUnohTO3CaGae4Uz6YiYNPCaHX2p95ks




Conclusions

* Research is essential for tribes to understand and address health concerns
* Community is key - engage early and often
e Stakeholder partners are invaluable, as are responsive IRBs

* Investment in research capacity building (e.g., personnel, data systems,
infrastructure, etc.) is urgently needed
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