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Sharing Tribal Research Initiatives 
P a n e l Ob je c t ive s

This panel will:

• Highlight innovative research about resilience to disasters and 
public health emergencies among Indigenous American and 
Tribal nations and communities.

• Discuss how mitigation and risk-reduction strategies can bolster 
disaster resilience. 

Thank you—Laura Hammitt, MD
Director, Infectious Disease Program, JHU CIH



 Fo u n d e d : 1991 a t  Jo h n s Ho p kin s  
Blo o m b e rg  Sch o o l o f P u b lic  He a lt h  b y Dr. 
Ma t h u Sa n t osh a m

 Mis s io n : W e  w o rk in  p a rt n e rsh ip  w it h  
co m m u n it ie s  t o  a d va n ce  In d ig e n o u s w e ll-
b e in g  a n d  h e a lt h  le a d e rsh ip  t o  t h e  
h ig h e st  le ve l.

 Vis io n : Th rivin g  In d ig e n o u s co m m u n it ie s  
w o rld w id e

J o h n s  Ho p k in s  Ce n t e r  fo r  
In d ig e n o u s  He a lt h



To d a y, w e  h a ve  o ve r  30 0  s t a ff 
m e m b e rs  a n d  fa c u lt y  w o rk in g  

a t  t h e  Ce n t e r .

8 0 % o f t h e  Ce n t e r’s  e m p lo ye e s 
a re  In d ig e n o u s

Ove r 9 0 % o f t h e  Ce n t e r t e a m  is  
w o rkin g  o n  t h e  fro n t lin e s o f 

In d ig e n o u s co m m u n it ie s

W o rkin g  a c ro ss 27 st a t e s  a n d  
16 5+ co m m u n it ie s .

Ne w  p a rt n e rs h ip s w it h  
In d ig e n o u s co m m u n it ie s  in  

Ca n a d a , Au s t ra lia , a n d  Ne w  
Ze a la n d

O u r  Ce n t e r’s  Sc o p e
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R E S E A R C H  &
E V A L U A T I O N

Ut ilizin g  com m u n it y-b a se d  
p a rt ic ip a t o ry re se a rch  a n d  

p a rt n e rin g  w it h  In d ig e n ou s 
com m u n it ie s  t o  d e ve lop  

in n ova t ive , s t re n g t h s-b a se d  
re se a rch  t o  a d d re ss  p u b lic  

h e a lt h  p rio rit ie s  a n d  sh a re  ou r 
so lu t ion s w it h  t h e  w orld .

P O L I C Y  &
A D V O C A C Y

Re cru it in g  a n d  m e n t o rin g  
In d ig e n ou s g ra d u a t e  a n d  

d oc t o ra l s t u d e n t s  a n d  e a rly 
ca re e r In d ig e n ou s p u b lic  

h e a lt h  sc ie n t is t s .

E D U C A T I O N  &  
T R A I N I N G

Acce le ra t in g  e q u it y via  
p o lic ie s  t h a t  ca n  t ra n sfo rm  

a cce ss  t o  h e a lt h  a n d  
e d u ca t ion , a n d  u p lift  Trib a l 

sove re ig n t y.

W I S E  P R A C T I C E S
Re cog n izin g  re se a rch  

in t e rve n t ion  fin d in g s a re  
m e a n in g le ss  if t h e y s t op  a t  
p e e r-re vie w e d  p u b lica t ion s 

t h a t  "s it  on  t h e  sh e lf." W e  a re  
com m it t e d  t o  sh a rin g  ou r 

p rove n  p rog ra m s w it h  Trib a l 
com m u n it ie s  t o  a d a p t  a n d  

im p le m e n t  fo r t h e ir con t e xt s .

CIH Go ve rn a n c e  St ru c t u re :
4  Ma jo r Co re s



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org

JHU CIH COVID Response With
IHS and Tribal Partners



DRAFT

JHU CIH Research Personnel Embedded with IHS to Expand Testing, 
Contact Tracing, Vaccine Blitzes with Apache, Navajo partners 



Su p p o rt e d  Is o la t io n  a n d  
Qu a ra n t in e  a n d  P P E Dis t r ib u t io n



DRAFTJHU CIH/IHS Health Communication Materials Samples

https://cih.jhu.edu/knowledge-center/resources/



DRAFT

COVID-19  Te s t in g  
Ac t ivit ie s



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org

COVID Testing Coordination

• Testing strategy
• Home test kit instructions
• School testing guidance
• Testing Community of Practice 

• A space to share best practices, discuss 
emerging issues, and facilitate 
communication across groups involved in 
the response

• Navajo Nation SARS-CoV-2 Strain 
Surveillance (NNS3)



DRAFT

COVID-19  Re s e a rc h  
Ac t ivit ie s



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/16/first-human-trial-for-coronavirus-vaccine-begins-monday-in-the-us.html





Considerations for tribal participation in 
COVID-19 prevention clinical trials 

• Promote health equity
• Ensure that products that are licensed and recommended for use nationally 

have evidence for use locally
• Provide foundation for equitable access and widespread acceptance and 

uptake
• Studies must be

• Supported by and done in partnership with the community
• Approved by the tribal IRB (e.g., Navajo Nation Human Research Review Board)
• Implemented by a trusted partner with local teams who are experienced in the 

conduct of clinical trials
• Done in close partnership with local IHS/638 facilities 



Community input on high priority concerns
Identification of potential interventions
Discussion with potential sponsors

Community approval, facility (IHS/638) approval, IRB approval
Develop recruitment plan with facility partners

Approach potential participants, discuss informed consent 

Eligible volunteers receive the randomly assigned intervention 
(vaccine or placebo) and complete follow-up

Dissemination of results to community and other key stakeholders

Clinical Trials Partnership Process 



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org

COVID-19 Pfizer/BioNTech mRNA Vaccine Trial

Began as Phase 1-2 
study in adults 

Expanded to global 
Phase 2-3 study

Local advisory 
committee was 

convened. Protocol 
submitted to 

Navajo Nation 
Human Research 
Review Board and 
National IHS IRB. 

JHU CIH sites 
joined in Sept 2020 

after more than 
20,000 people had 

been enrolled in 
the global multi-
site study (150 

sites in 6 countries; 
sites in 39 US)

44,165 participants globally  438 AI/AN participants 277 adults at JHU CIH sites



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org

Pfizer/BioNTech Vaccine Efficacy

F.P.Polack,etal.DOI:10.1056/NEJMoa2034577

vaccine

vaccine

F.P.Polack,etal.DOI:10.1056/NEJMoa2034577

After two doses, the 
vaccine was 95% effective 
at preventing COVID-19.



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-science/2021/05/25/mistrust-leads-low-tribal-participation-covid-19-vaccine-trials/7291596002/
https://www.nativesunnews.today/articles/covid-19-study-begins-in-rapid-city/?fbclid=IwAR2aDvDXK5ofFV2cPg9lGVL9C7yGUnohTO3CaGae4Uz6YiYNPCaHX2p95ks



DRAFT

recoverCOVID.org

Conclusions

• Research is essential for tribes to understand and address health concerns 
• Community is key - engage early and often
• Stakeholder partners are invaluable, as are responsive IRBs
• Investment in research capacity building (e.g., personnel, data systems, 

infrastructure, etc.) is urgently needed
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