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Guiding Principles of ASFA 1997

* The safety of children is the paramount concern that
must guide all child welfare services

* Foster care is a temporary setting and not a place for
children to grow up

 Permanency planning efforts should begin as soon as
a child enters the child welfare system

* The child welfare system must focus on results and
accountability



Decline in the Child Welfare 2002-2011

559,000

397,000

1998 2011
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Federal Child Welfare Requirements

Maltreatment investigations

Removals from biological home

Caseworker visits

Training and monitoring of foster parents

Case planning and progress monitoring
Termination of parental rights

Sibling placement and connections

Pre/post support for adoption and guardianship
Pre/post support for reunification

Case/transition planning for youth aging out of care

Placement disruptions, dissolutions or (un)anticipated moves



De-Scaling What Doesn’t Work, Scaling Up
What Does

Parenting Classes Trauma Screening

De-s Cél]lﬂg Generic Based/Informed Inves ung
what Independent Living Mental Health & in what
’ Skills Training Parenting
doesn’t Interventions does
work

Functional

Generic Counseling Assessment

RESEARCH-BASED
APPROACHES

INEFFECTIVE
APPROACHES
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