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History of Inner City Struggle 





History of Inner City Struggle  

 1990’s: Moms organizing to decrease 

gang violence 

 2000’s: Move to educational justice 

 





Focus of Educational Justice  

 Culturally-relevant curriculum 

 College Prep Courses 

 Equal access to A-G college prep curriculum 

 New Schools 

 2004: Building new schools in East LA for the 

first time in 80 years 

 Reduction of class size in overcrowded 

schools 



Focus on Restorative Justice 

 Elimination of punitive discipline policies 

 School Climate Bill of Rights 

 Restorative Justice Coordinator in schools 



What We Learned from 

Students 





Lesson on Stereotypes 

 Opportunity to personalize stereotypes 

with the stand-up exercise 

 Acknowledging stereotypes 

 Thinking about what effect stereotypes 

have and what actions can be taken 



Other Lessons 

 Success of program was that it provided 

opportunity to address issues AND self 

improvement 

 Leadership skill development—speaking 

up, public speaking,  

 Increased awareness of issues that 

affected their lives 

 Language matters (e.g. Stipend; Push out) 







Discussion 


