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HORIZON 1 HORIZON 2 HORIZON 3 HORIZON 



 · Existing businesses have 
expanded in target sectors

 · Employment districts are 
defined and supported 

 · Workforce development 
funding is preserved

 · Land use regulations 
are transformed, code 
enforcement is activated, and 
permitting is expedited

 · Blight and foreclosures are 
visibly reduced

 · Public facilities have been co-
located and programming has 
been enhanced 

 · Public land dispositions are 
aligned and coordinated

 · Pilot projects are testing new 
ideas 

 · Local governance has been 
stabilized

 · An implementation organization 
has been identified

HORIZON 1 HORIZON 2 HORIZON 3 HORIZON 



HORIZON 1 HORIZON 2 HORIZON 3 HORIZON 

HAVE A STABILIZED POPULATION BETWEEN 600-800K 
PEOPLE.

DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF JOBS AVAILABLE IN THE CITY.

HAVE AN INTEGRATED REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM.

LEAD THE WORLD IN DEVELOPING LANDSCAPE AS 21ST 
CENTURY INFRASTRUCTURE.

BE ENHANCED AND SUSTAINED BY A BROAD-BASED AND 
ONGOING CIVIC STEWARDSHIP NETWORK.



NEW 
GOVERNANCE

TRANSPORTATION 
INVESTMENT

Within the context of innumerable challenges, 
positive change is already occurring. 

Detroit Future City seeks to leverage these 
changes to sustain and stabilize the city while 
working toward long term transformation.

REGIONAL 
COOPERATION

DYNAMIC 
ECONOMY

INNOVATIVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
& PARTNERSHIPS 

PUBLIC LAND 
COORDINATION





HAVE AN IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON 
QUALITY OF LIFE

PICK THE LOW-HANGING FRUIT

TAKE INITIAL STEPS TOWARD 
LONG-TERM FISCAL SUSTAINABILITY

BE BOLD AND TAKE RISKS

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
HORIZON 1



BEGIN FUNDAMENTAL POLICY REFORM

PILOT INNOVATION

ENGAGE FOR ACTION

LEAD AND ACT

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
HORIZON 1



SECURITY TRUST LOFTS







A CITY OF MULTIPLE 
EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS

A CITY CONNECTING 
PEOPLE TO OPPORTUNITY

A GREEN CITY WHERE 
LANDSCAPES CONTRIBUTE 
TO HEALTH

A CITY OF DISTINCT, 
ATTRACTIVE 
NEIGHBORHOODS

50 YEAR LAND USE 
VISION

The four transformative ideas provide the 
basis for the future land use vision.

CREATInG A 50-YEAR 
LAnD USE vISIon

detroit future city: land use



ADVOCACY 
GROUPS

FAITH-BASED 
COMMUNITY

INSTITUTIONS

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

BUSINESSES

PHILANTHROPIC 
SECTOR

PUBLIC 
SECTOR

RESIDENTS

FRAmEWoRk 
ENGAGEmENT

HOW WE GOT HERE

COnvERSATiOnS

SURvEy RESPOnSES



ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

CITY
SYSTEMS

LAND AND 
BUILDINGS 
ASSETS

LAND USE NEIGHBOR-
HOODS

CITY 
SYSTEMS

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

PLANNING ELEMENTS

EQUITABLE
CITY

SUSTAINABLE 
CITY

STRATEGIC 
APPROACH TO 
PUBLIC ASSETS

IMAGE OF 
THE CITY

CITY OF DISTINCT
& REGIONALLY 
COMPETITIVE
NEIGHBORHOODS

SUPPORTING LASTING CIVIC CAPACITY IN DETROIT



THE IMAGE OF THE CITY

LAND USE



21
1950
5.7avg
5.7 was the average occuPied 
housing units Per acre in 19502 

61%
61% PoPulation loss between 
1950 - 2010 in detroit 

8 was the average number of 
residents Per acre in 20103

8

3
3 was the average occuPied 
housing units Per acre in 20104

2010  

65% of total citywide 
housing suPPly is single 
family detached12

65%
66% of total housing 
demand in detroit's 
greater downtown is for 
multi-family13

66%583KSQ FT
the amount of money sPent on 
groceries outside the city could 
suPPort aPProximately 583,000 
square feet of additional grocery 
retail sPace in detroit10

6.7 acres
park space per person

detroit falls below the national recreation and Park 
association recommendation of 10 acres of Park sPace 
Per 1,000 residents11

36% of detroit's 
commercial Parcels 
are vacant9

36% 
22% of detroit's 
industrial zoned 
land is vacant7

22% 
of detroit's 349,170 
total housing units, 
79,725 are vacant6

80K

72 SUPERFUND 
SITES IN DETROIT
suPerfund is a Program established to address 
hazardous wastes caused by industrial activities & 
abandoned sites5

aPProximately 20 square miles of detroit's occuPiable land 
area is vacant8

21 was the average number of 
residents Per acre in 19501

REALITIES



IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITY:



30%

HOUSING 
VACANCY

17%
OF CITY

LAND AREA

56%

39%

VACANT PARCELS:  
PUBLICLY OWNED

16%

HOUSING 
VACANCY

26%
OF CITY

LAND AREA

LAND AREA

3%
PO

7%

VACANT PARCELS:  
PUBLICLY OWNED

26%

HOUSING 
VACANCY

33%
OF CITY

22%

15%
PO

VACANT PARCELS:  
PUBLICLY OWNED

Low-vACAnCY

moDERATE-vACAnCY

HIGH-vACAnCY
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LEGEnD
GREATER DOWNTOWN
LOW-VACANCY 1
LOW-VACANCY 2
MODERATE-VACANCY 1
MODERATE-VACANCY 2
HIGH-VACANCY

INDUSTRIAL LAND USE STRENGTH
INDUSTRIAL LAND USE CHANGE
MAJOR PARKS
CEMETERIES

FRAmEwoRK zonES
detroit future city: land use

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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LEGEnD
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
INSTITUTIONAL
TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATIONS, AND UTILITIES
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detroit future city: land use

CURREnT LAnD USE

SOURCE: SEMCOG
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INsTITuTIONAlpARksREsIdENTIAl COMMERCIAl INdusTRIAl
58% 7% 17% 8% 10%
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LEGEnD
CITY CENTER
DISTRICT CENTER
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER
GREEN MIXED-RISE
TRADITIONAL MED. DENSITY
TRADITIONAL LOW DENSITY
LIVE+MAKE

HEAVY INDUSTRIAL
UTILITIES
GENERAL INDUSTRIAL
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
GREEN RESIDENTIAL
INNOVATION PRODUCTIVE
INNOVATION ECOLOGICAL

LARGE PARK
CEMETERY
GREEN BUFFERS

50-YEAR LAnD USE SCEnARIo
detroit future city: land use

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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MIxEd-usE NEIgHbORHOOds TRAdITIONAl NEIgHbORHOOds lANdsCApE INdusTRIAlgREEN NEIgHbORHOOds

4% 29%22%22% 15%



LAND USE TYPOLOGY - NEIGHBORHOODS

CITY CENTER

DISTRICT CENTER

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER

GREEN MIXED-RISE

MEDIUM DENSITY

LOW DENSITY

LIVE / MAKE

GREEN RESIDENTIAL

LAND USE TYPOLOGY - LANDSCAPE

INNOVATION PRODUCTIVE

INNOVATION ECOLOGICAL

LARGE PARK

CEMETERY

LAND USE TYPOLOGY - INDUSTRY

HEAVY INDUSTRIAL 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL

UTILITIES

LONG-TERM LAND USE 
TYPOLOGIES
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LEGEND
PRIMARY MIXED USE TARGET AREAS
SECONDARY MIXED USE / COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT TARGET AREAS

GROWTH - MIXED-USE
GROWTH - INDUSTRIAL 
STABILIZATION - TRAD. RESIDENTIAL 
STABILIZATION - GREEN RESIDENTIAL 
TRANSFORMATION
LARGE PARK
CEMETERY

FOCUSED DEVELOPMENT

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
CENTERS
Residential Density

Commercial Density



SUSTAINABLE CITY

CITY SYSTEMS



REALITIES

     

80%

LEAD 
POISONING
ASTHMA

WATER SYSTEM 
CAPACITY

40%

42B OLYMPIC SIZED 
SWIMMING 

POOLS

4.8K

-$336M

32%

40%

80% increase in coal consumPtion by dte 
energy since 197512

only 35,000 of the existing 88,000 street lights 
work in detroit7

detroit’s water system oPerates 
at 40% of its overall caPacity10

detroit’s 42 billion gallons 
of water classified as 
‘unaccounted for water’ often 
results from leaks, meter 
inaccuracies & hydrant use11

47.7 billion gallons of 
raw, untreated sewage 
was directly discharged 
into the detroit river 
in 2011. this is the 
equivalent to filling 4,800 
olymPic sized swimming 
Pools 11

$336 million decline in ProPerty tax revenue 
from 1950-2005 (60% decline) 2

buses run at 75% caPacity during Peak hours 
in detroit. the national average caPacity for 
united states buses during Peak time is 105%9

average Percentage 
of annual household 
income sPent on 
transPortation is 32%5

20% 
 

42%

18% 9%

9%

9%

7%
6%

OPERATING GRANTS 
& CONTRIBUTIONS

STATE 
SHARED 
TAXES

PROPERTY
TAXES

OTHER

MUNICIPAL 
INCOME 
TAXES

WAGERING
     TAXES

CHARGES 
FOR 
SERVICES

CITY REVENUE 
BY SOURCE4

Public transPortation is 
reliant on city’s general 
fund to subsidize 40% of 
revenues1

20% of detroit’s 
Potential revenue 
generating land area is 
vacant 3

27% of detroit’s 
3000 miles of Public 
roads are in Poor 
condition6

27%

BUSES RUN AT

75%
CAPACITY DURING 
PEAK HOURS

detroit has three times higher rate of children 
with elevated blood lead levels than the 
national average13

detroit has three times higher rate of children 
with asthma than the national average14

UNACCOUNTED 
FOR WATER

ONLY 9% OF DETROITERS 
USE PUBLIC TRANSIT8



Food insecurity in detroit is estimated to be double the 
national rate, approximately 30%.3

in 2010, the Garden resources proGram collaborative 
enGaGed more than 5000 adults and 10,000 youth in 
the cultivation oF more than 1,200 veGetable Gardens - 
producinG more than 160 tons oF Food!4

Detroiters have a higher incidences of heart disease, cancer, diabetes, adult and childhood asthma, and elevated blood lead levels within children than the national average. Many health 
problems are correlated with general lifestyle factors including diet and exercise; others are associated with unfavorable environmental conditions.1Detroit

Michigan
U.S. 

heart DiSeaSe

211
241

314

cancer

187 199 205.4

COMPARATIVE DEATH RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION

DiabeteS

24.2 28 28.6

PREVALENCE RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION

aSthMa aDUltS

9,000

13,700

aSthMa 
chilDren

9,500

29,000

chilDren 
elevateD blooD 

leaD level

900
2,600

   MORE CASES 
OF CHILDHOOD ASTHMA IN 
DETROIT THAN U.S. AVERAGE

Some areas of the city are less healthy to live in than others because of their proximity to 
environmental hazards. Low income and minority residents are disproportionately impacted by environmental hazards. 

19.5% oF detroiters have no health insurance coveraGe, 
while 32.8% use public health insurance coveraGe.2

AIR  QUALITY + 
HEALTH 

SOURCE: DETROIT AIR 
TOXICS INITIATIVE 2010

Health risks associated with poor air quality are higher in Southwest Detroit. Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality conducted two studies to assess air quality and health risk in Detroit 
(DATI-1 and DATI-2). The map takes into account air quality measurements from 2006-2007, 
MDEQ DATI-2.

TOTAL CANCER RISK 
AT MONITORING SITE

1 2 4 MILES

TOTAL CANCER RISK AT MONITORING SITES   
* SIZE OF CIRCLE INDICATES RELATIVE RISK

73.3
73.2

59.6 12.3

7.1
NE DETROIT

NORTH DELRAY
DEARBORN

SOUTH DELRAY
RIVER ROUGE

REALITIES



IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITY:



LEGEnD
REPLACE, REPURPOSE OR DECOMISSION
REDUCE AND MAINTAIN
RENEW AND MAINTAIN
UPGRADE AND MAINTAIN

MICHIGAN

FO
RT

W
. J

EF
FE

RS
ON

E. JEFFERSON

FORD

GRAND RIVER

TE
LE

GR
AP

H

8 MILE

W
OODW

ARD

VA
N 

DY
KE

GR
AT

IO
T

detroit future city: city systeMs

STRATEGIC REnEwAL AppRoACH: YEAR 20

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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100%

LEGEnD
COMBINED SEWER/STORMWATER
WATER FLOW DIRECTION
DRAINAGE/OUTLET AREAS
WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT
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CURREnT wATER SYSTEm ConFIGURATIon
detroit future city: city systeMs

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36

THERE WERE 36 COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOW DISCHARGES INTO THE DETROIT RIVER IN 2011

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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1 2 3 4 5

LEGEnD
STORMWATER BLVD
SURFACE LAKE
WET BUFFER
DISTRIBUTED NETWORK
HIGH CONCENTRATION PONDS
DISPERSED PONDS
INFILTRATION PARK
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2030 BLUE InFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEm
detroit future city: city systeMs

A COMPREHENSIVE CITYWIDE BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEM COULD HAVE PREVENTED ALL BUT 5 OF THESE DISCHARGES

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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CARBON FOREST

BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

INNOVATION PRODUCTIVE

INNOVATION ECOLOGICAL

GREENWAYS

INDUSTRIAL BUFFER

DISPERSED GREEN LANDSCAPE

DISPERSED BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

LARGE PARK

GOLF COURSE

CEMETERY

LEGEnD
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detroit future city: land and buildinGs assets

FUTURE opEn SpACE nETwoRK

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY
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CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: DWSD, SEMCOG, 

Michigan Land Bank, RecoveryPark, The Greening 

of Detroit, Warren/Conner Development Coalition, 

LTU, Detroit Economic Growth Association (DEGA), 

Detroit Future City, Kresge Foundation, Erb Family 

Foundation

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner 

DFC REPRESENTATIVES: Chris Dorle

INITIATIVE SCALE: 30-50 vacant lots in the LEAP Area; 

8 block units in the RecoveryPark Area 

INITIATIVE DURATION: Planning was initiated in July 

2013. If awarded, implementation and monitoring will 

take place from January 2014 to December 2015.

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS: 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL

GREEN RESIDENTIAL

GREEN RESIDENTIAL TRANS.

INNOVATION PRODUCTIVE

INNOVATION ECOLOGICAL

LARGE PARK

CEMETERY

GREEN BUFFERS

10-year land use scenario
CITY CENTER

DISTRICT CENTER

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER

GREEN MIXED-RISE

TRADITIONAL MEDIUM DENSITY

TRADITIONAL LOW DENSITY

LIVE+MAKE

HEAVY INDUSTRIAL

UTILITIES
DWSD - PROJECT AREA

LEAP - PHASE I & II

HANTZ FARMS

MACK AVE - GREEN T

SHAR - RECOVERY PARK

BLOODY RUN
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Source: DWPLTP Planning Team, 

.25 .5 1 MILES

GLRI GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECT
OBJECTIVE:  
Seeks to plan, resource, and 
implement Green Infrastructure 
Projects across the Lower East 
Side of Detroit through a joint 
grant request under the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative 
(GLRI).  If awarded, the Project 
will deploy a range of green 
infrastructure treatments in 
line with local planning and 
development efforts to mitigate 
stormwater runoff.

PROJECT INFORMATION

C INTRODUCE NEW FORMS OF DEVELOPMENT

D CREATE A NEW AND DIVERSE OPEN SPACE 
SYSTEM FOR THE CITY

B CREATE LANDSCAPES THAT WORK

D REPURPOSE VACANT LAND TO CREATE GREEN 
NEIGHBORHOODS

F UTILIZE PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPES AS THE 
BASIS FOR A SUSTAINABLE CITY

B USE VACANT LAND AS A TOOL FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION

C
TRANSFORM LARGELY VACANT 
AREAS THROUGH BLUE AND GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE

E INCORPORATE MORE INNOVATIVE VACANT 
LAND MAINTENANCE APPROACHES

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Image Source: Detroit Future City



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: 
United States Department of Energy and its 
National Laboratories, DFC

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner

DFC REPRESENTATIVE: Chris Dorle

INITIATIVE SCALE: Citywide 

INITIATIVE  DURATION: June 2014–Ongoing

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS: 

U.S. DEPT. 
OF ENERGY 
STRATEGIC 
COORDINATION 

Work closely with the 
United States Department 
of Energy and its National 
Laboratories to identify 
opportunities to increase 
renewable energy 
production and/or pilot 
new energy technologies in 
the city

B USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

E LAND REGULATIONS, TRANSACTIONS, AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIONS

B SUPPORT A NETWORK OF NEW AND EXISTING 
NEIGHBORHOOD TYPES

D CREATE A NEW AND DIVERSE OPEN SPACE 
SYSTEM FOR THE CITY

E ENACT INNOVATIVE REGULATORY REFORM

A REFORM SERVICE DELIVERY

E IMPROVE LIGHTING EFFICIENCY

F REDUCE WASTE AND INCREASE RECYCLING

C REGENERATE NEIGHBORHOODS THROUGH 
FUSION OF ART AND INDUSTRY

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Graphic Source: Hamilton Anderson Associates
Image Source: David Monniaux\Wikimedia Commons



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD), 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG), Detroit Future City, The Greening of 
Detroit 

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner 

DFC REPRESENTATIVES: Christopher Dorle

INITIATIVE SCALE: 1-3 pilot areas near 
expressways 

INITIATIVE DURATION: April 2014

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS: 

GREEN BUFFERS

CARBON 
BUFFERING PILOT 
PROGRAM

OBjECTIVE:  
Improve air quality in 
neighborhoods near 
expressways through the 
use of carbon buffers

E Land REguLations, tRansactions, and 
EnviRonmEntaL actions

d cREatE nEw and divERsE opEn spacE 
systEm foR thE city

B cREatE LandscapEs that woRk

f utiLizE pRoductivE LandscapEs as thE 
Basis foR a sustainaBLE city

E makE LandscapE intERvEntions cEntRaL 
to dEtRoit’s REnEwaL

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION sTRATEGIEs



CITY OF DISTINCT AND REGIONALLY 
COMPETITIVE NEIGHBORHOODS

NEIGHBORHOODS



only

82%

32%

29% of children in 
detroit suffer from 
asthma11

29%

3x

50%
HIGHER RISk oF 

DEATH FRom HEART 
DISEASE

21%
oVERWEIGHT YoUTH

DETROIT HAS THE 2nd 
HIGHEST VIOLENT 
CRIME RATE IN THE U.S.

66% loss in detroit’s 
median housing sales 
Price (2006-2010). 
median sales Price in 
2010: $23,5918

21%

25% loss in total number 
of detroit homeowners 
between 2000-20107

25 66

69.1%
oBESE oR oVERWEIGHT  

DETRoITERS

  $1.5B 32%
$200M

$1.5 billion of detroit resident 
exPenditures are made outside the 
city each year1

$200 million of 
detroit resident 
grocery exPenditures 
are made outside the 
city each year2

32% of detroiters’ annual income is sPent on transPortation3

for united states cities with over 100,000 PoPulation4

33K
33,000 dangerous 
buildings in detroit5

1.6K
1,600 churches, block clubs, and 
community organizations in detroit6

only 21% of detroit’s Parks are in good 
condition9

detroit is ranked last in acres of Park 
sPace Per resident10

detroit’s childhood 
asthma rate is three 
times higher than the 
national average11

69.1% of detroiters are obese or overweight12

deaths resulting from heart disease in detroit are 50% 
higher than the national average13

21% of detroit’s youth are overweight14

in detroit Public schools enrollment 
from 2001-201017

82% of detroiters have a high 
school diPloma or less15

32% of detroiters without 
a high school diPloma are 
emPloyed16

1) Social Compact 2010;  2) Social Compact 2010;  3) American Community Survey 2010 5-year, 
Happold Consulting, inc.,  4) Federal Bureau of investigation 2011, 5) Buildings, Safety Engineering, 
and Environmental Department;  6) City Planning Commission;  7) US Census 2000, 2010;  8) 
PolicyMap;  9) Detroit Recreation Department 2006;  10) Trust for Public Land 2010;  11) Detroit 
Alliance for Asthma Awareness;  12) Michigan Department of Community Health 2009;  13) Michigan 
Department of Community Health 2007; 14) Michigan Department of Community Health 2009;  15) 
American Community Survey 2010 5-year;  16) American Community Survey 2010 5-year;  17) 
Detroit Public Schools

REALITIES



IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITY:









Arts & Culture Committee 

Brightmoor
Public Art Project

Wednesday

Light Refreshments will be provided.

Kalia A. Keith
(313) 664-1549
KKeith@collegeforcreativestudies.edu

communit y  + public  ar ts  
detroit

Christ the King Catholic Church
20800 Grand River
Detroit, MI, 48219

6:00 PM-8:00 PM
April 15, 2015

^ƉĞĐŝĂů�sŽƟŶŐ�DĞĞƟŶŐ

Artists on the Ballot

Come make your voice heard!

Charlie Michaels
Eric Rattan

Joe Rashid
(313) 575-7014
JRashid@brightmooralliance.org

(248) 520-3064
neighborsbuildingbrightmoor@gmail.com

Community Contacts C+PAD Contact

CREATIVE + INCLUSIVE ACTIVATION
URBAN PLACES



CREATIVE + INCLUSIVE ACTIVATION
URBAN PLACES



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: DFC, Detroit 
Land Bank Authority, Detroit Building Authority, 
Reclaim Detroit, Architectural Salvage Warehouse 
Detroit, Michigan Historic Preservation Network, 
Loveland Technologies, United States Environmental 
Protection Authority, Region V 

DFC REPRESENTATIVE: Erin Kelly

INITIATIVE SCALE: Citywide 

INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner/Execute

INITIATIVE DURATION: Summer–Fall 2014

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS:

STRATEGIC 
ASSESSMENT & 
TRIAGE TOOL (SATT) 
Provide a common 
tool to recommend 
either that a structure 
be removed through 
demolition or through a 
mix of deconstruction and 
demolition, rehabilitated, 
secured for future 
redevelopment, or that 
debris and trash removal 
services are deployed

B USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

A2 Base land use decisions on the fundamental 
physical and market conditions of the 
city: low vacancy, moderate vacancy, high 
vacancy, and Greater Downtown area.

F REDUCE WASTE AND INCREASE RECYCLING

G ACTIVELY MANAGE CHANGE

B CREATE DENSE, WALKABLE, MIXED-USE 
NEIGHBORHOODS

B USE VACANT LAND AS A TOOL FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES & ACTIONS

Image Credit: Mandy Moran

VACANT HOUSING



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: DFC

DFC REPRESENTATIVE: Erin Kelly

INITIATIVE SCALE: Citywide 

INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner/Execute

INITIATIVE DURATION: Ongoing advocacy to advance 
opportunities for expanded salvaged material retail 
services inside the city of Detroit

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS: 

USED BUILDING 
MATERIAL RETAIL 
ADVOCACY 

Provide ongoing advocacy, 
support and strategic 
coordination to develop 
and enhance existing 
opportunities for the 
retail of salvaged building 
materials in Detroit, 
Hamtramck, and Highland 
Park with local, regional, 
and national parties in 
the public, private, and 
nonpro!t sectors

C ENCOURAGE LOCAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND 
MINORITY BUSINESS PARTICIPATION

F REDUCE WASTE AND INCREASE RECYCLING

D LINK PUBLIC FACILITY AND PROPERTY 
DECISIONS TO LARGER STRATEGIES

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

Images Source: Erin Kelly



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATION: DFC 
Implementation O!ce 

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Execute 

INITIATIVE SCALE: Citywide

INITIATIVE START: Fall 2014

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS: 

LEGEND
GREEN RESIDENTIAL
GREEN RESIDENTIAL 
TRANSITIONAL

VACANT LAND 
TRANSFORMATION 
GUIDE  

Develop electronic 
and physical resources 
to guide vacant land 
transformation that will 
stabilize neighborhoods, 
create resilient soft 
systems, and provide 
spaces for a range of 
activities.

A ADDRESS QUALITY OF LIFE CHALLENGES THAT 
AFFECT ALL DETROITERS

D REPURPOSE VACANT LAND TO CREATE GREEN 
NEIGHBORHOODS

E RENEW TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOODS

B USE VACANT LAND AS A TOOL FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION

E INCORPORATE MORE INNOVATIVE VACANT 
LAND MAINTENANCE APPROACHES

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES



ECONOMIC
GROWTH

EQUITABLE CITY

ECONOMIC
GROWTH

EQUITABLE CITY



REALITIES

*The 25 cities used to rank detroit were picked based on variables including population size, minority 
concentration and geography. The 25 cities are: 1) Detroit, MI;  2) Birmingham, AL;  3) Baltimore, MD;  4) 
Memphis, TN;  5) New Orleans, LA;  6) Atlanta, GA;  7) Cleveland, OH;  8) Washington, D.C.;  9) St. Louis, 
MO;  10) Philadelphia, PA;  11)Charlotte, NC;  12) Chicago, IL;  13) Columbus, OH;  14) Indianapolis, 
IN;  15) New York, NY;  16) Boston, MA;  17) Houston, TX;  18) Miami, FL;  19) Fort Worth, TX;  20) 
Los Angeles, CA;  21) Austin, TX;  22) San Antonio, TX;  23) San Diego, CA;  24) Phoenix, AZ;  25) El 
Paso, TX
Sources: US Census 2010, 2007 Survey of Business Owners

detroit is 
Projected to 
receive only 2% 
of these new 
regional jobs5

300K
300,000 new jobs 
are Projected 
for southeast 
michigan by 20404

there are currently 27 jobs within the city Per 100 
detroit residents6

68% of detroiters without 
a high school diPloma 
are unemPloyed or do not 
ParticiPate in the labor force8

POVERTY
detroiters exPerience 
high Poverty rates at 
every level of education. 
even 20% of two-year 
degree holders live in 
Poverty7

in a comParison of 25 u.s. cities, 
detroit ranks 8th in terms of 
african-american business 
ownershiP relative to the size 
of black/african-american 
PoPulation*

15% of detroit’s 
Private emPloyer firms 
are owned by african 
americans11 

9% WHITE

6%
 HISPANIC

83%
AFRICAN 
AMERICAN

2% 
OTHER

detroit is ranked 
23rd out of 25 u.s. 
cities in african 
american ownershiP 
of firms with 
emPloyees*

detroit’s Potential 
workforce demograPhics 
(ages 25-64)9

WHITE

$12.2B

85%

$1.7B

12%

OTHER

$450M

3%

AFRICAN AMERICAN

break down of revenue 
at all detroit firms10

30%
70%

61%
39%
61% of employed detroiters 
work outside the city

39% of emPloyed detroiters 
work within the city1

21.5% of detroiters do not have 
access to a Private vehicle2

30% of detroit jobs are held 
by detroiters

70% of detroit jobs are held 
by commuters3

21%



We must re-energize Detroit’s 
economy to increase job opportunities 

for Detroiters within the city and 
strengthen the tax base. PHOTO CREDIT:  MARVIN SHAOUNI

IMPERATIVES#1 RANKED 
IMPERATIVE



PHOTO CREDIT (ALL):  MARVIN SHAOUNI

IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGIESSUPPORT FOUR KEY ECONOMIC PILLARS: 

INDUSTRIAL, EDS & MEDS, DIGITAL/
CREATIVE, SMALL BUSINESS

USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR 
GROWTH: SEVEN EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS

ENCOURAGE LOCAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
AND MINORITY BUSINESS PARTICIPATION

IMPROVE SKILLS AND SUPPORT EDUCATION 
REFORM 

IMPROVE LAND REGULATIONS, 
TRANSACTIONS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ACTIONS

E

D

C

B

A



USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY 
FOR GROWTH  USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

WCCCD

CHRYSLER: JEFFERSON 
NORTH ASSEMBLY PLANT

EASTERN 
MARKET

DOWNTOWNAMBASSADOR 
BRIDGE

GENERAL MOTORS 
HEADQUARTERS

WAYNE STATE 
UNIVERSITY

GM ASSEMBLY PLANT

I-94 INDUSTRIAL PARK

UNIVERSITY OF 
DETROIT-MERCY

WESTFIELD 
INDUSTRIAL 

CENTER

MARYGROVE
COLLEGE

DETROIT INTERMODAL 
FREIGHT TERMINAL

CLARK 
TECHNOLOGY 

PARK

DETROIT WATER AND 
SEWAGE TREATMENT 
FACILITY

SPRINGWELLS 
INDUSTRIAL 
PARK

NEW INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE CROSSING

COLEMAN A. YOUNG
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTSINAI GRACE 

HOSPITAL

NORTHWEST 
ACTIVITIES 
CENTER

DETROIT MEDICAL CENTER

CULTURAL CENTER

RUSSELL 
INDUSTRIAL 
CENTER

TECH TOWN

HENRY FORD 
HEALTH SYSTEM

FOCUS: HOPEGATEWAY 
INDUSTRIAL 

CENTER

WCCCD

WCCCD

Source: DWPLTP Planning Team
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ASSETS FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH 
DIGITAL INDUSTRIES

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

EDUCATION & MEDICAL

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE ASSETS

INDUSTRIAL ANCHORS AND HUBS

PRIMARY EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS



USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY 
FOR GROWTH  

USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

OF THE 2,878 VACANT INDUSTRIAL PARCELS 
IN DETROIT, 20 ARE LARGER THAN 10 ACRES IN SIZE AND 
ONLY 12 PARCELS ARE LARGER THAN 20 ACRES. 
 

97% OF VACANT INDUSTRIAL 
PARCELS ARE 5 ACRES OR LESS. 



USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY 
FOR GROWTH  

USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH



ENCOURAGE ENTREPRENEURSHIP & MINORITY 
BUSINESS PARTICIPATION

PROMOTE SHORT-TERM APPROACHES TO 
INCREASE THE NUMBER AND SUCCESS OF 
MBES IN THE CITY

C1

SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOW-
COST, SHARED SPACES FOR CLUSTERS 
WITH HIGH LEVELS OF SELF EMPLOYMENT

C2

PROVIDE YOUNG DETROITERS WITH 
EXPERIENCE IN DIGITAL/CREATIVE CLUSTERS 
AND THE NEW INNOVATION ECONOMY

C3

DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE LONG-TERM 
STRATEGY TO INCREASE AND STRENGTHEN 
THE CITY’S MBES

C4
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PRIMARY EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS

DIGITAL / CREATIVE

EDS & MEDS AND DIGITAL / CREATIVE

INDUSTRIAL / CREATIVE

GLOBAL TRADE / INDUSTRIAL

SECONDARY EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS

INDUSTRIAL / CREATIVE

INDUSTRIAL

McNICHOLS

MIDTOWN

CORKTOWN

I-96

LYNDON

WESTFIELD
LIVERNOIS

UPPER CONNER 
CREEK

LOWER CONNER 
CREEK

SOUTHWEST

DEqUINDRE /
EASTERN MARKET

MT. ELLIOTT

DOWNTOWN

detroit future city: econoMic GroWtH

EmpLoYmEnT DISTRICTS

SOURCE: DETROIT FUTURE CITY

1 2 4 MILES



C ENCOURAGE LOCAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND 
MINORITY BUSINESS PARTICIPATION

C1 Promote short-term approaches to increase 
the number and success of minority business 
enterprises (MBEs) and disadvantaged business 
enterprises (DBEs) in the city.

CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: 
Goldman Sachs, DFC, NEI, DEGC

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner

DFC REPRESENTATIVE: Kyle Polk

INITIATIVE SCALE: Citywide

INITIATIVE LAUNCH: November 2013

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENT:

Veronika Scott - Image Source:  GM/3BL Media

LEGEND
Primary EmPloymEnt 
Districts
sEconDary EmPloymEnt 
Districts

GOLDMAN SACHS 
10,000 SMALL 
BUSINESSES 
PROGRAM

OBjECTIVE:  
Help entrepreneurs 
create jobs and economic 
opportunity by providing 
them with greater access to 
education, financial capital 
and business support 
services

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: 
Detroit Future City Implementation O!ce, Detroit 
Economic Growth Corporation  

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner

INITIATIVE SCALE: Employment Districts 

INITIATIVE START: Summer 2014

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENTS:
LEGEND

DIGITAL/CREATIVE
EDS & MEDS
INDUSTRIAL/CREATIVE
INDUSTRIAL

EMPLOYMENT 
DISTRICT 
MARKETING 

Develop multifaceted, 
evidence-based marketing 
materials for seven 
primary DFC employment 
districts to inform and 
attract investors.

1

M
T.

 E
LL

IO
TT

CN
 R

AI
L

CO
N

RA
IL

COLEMAN 
A. YOUNG 

INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

DETROIT’S 
Mt. Elliott 

Employment 
District

A PLACE FOR 
GLOBAL TRADE & 

INDUSTRY 

Presented by:

A SUPPORT FOUR KEY ECONOMIC PILLARS

B USE A PLACE-BASED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

A CREATE A CITYWIDE FRAMEWORK FOR 
GROWTH AND INVESTMENT

A ADDRESS QUALITY OF LIFE CHALLENGES THAT 
AFFECT ALL DETROITERS

A TARGET VACANT PUBLIC LAND AND BUILDINGS 
IN EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS FOR ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 



CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS: 
Detroit Future City, Detroit Collaborative Design 

Center (DCDC), Denby High School 

DFC INITIATIVE TYPE: Partner  

DFC REPRESENTATIVES: Sandra Turner Handy 

(Process Leader), Heidi Alcock, Allandra Bulger, Josh 

Budiongan (DCDC,) Charles Cross (DCDC)

INITIATIVE SCALE: One public high school in Detroit  

INITIATIVE DURATION: October 2013–Ongoing

RELEVANT PLANNING ELEMENT: 

DENBY HIGH 
SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM

OBjECTIVE:  
Provide technical assistance 

to Denby High School in 

developing curriculum 

plan that utilizes the DFC 

Strategic Framework

1 EXPAND CAPACITY FOR THE LONG TERM: 
BUILDING ON STRENGTHS TO EXTEND RANGE

1.1 Focus on Detroit institutions

1.2 Focus on Detroit residents

2 INFORMED, INCLUSIVE DECISIONS: 
DEVELOPING AND SHARING KNOWLEDGE 
AND INFORMATION

3 A MOSAIC OF TACTICS FOR A MOSAIC 
OF PEOPLE: DIVERSE PLATFORM OF 
OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE

PROJECT INFORMATION

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS

Image Source: DFC Implementation Office



DETROIT FUTURE CITY

EMBRACE STRATEGIC LAND USE
MAKE DECISIONS AND EVALUATE DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS WITH THE ENTIRE CITY IN MIND



SUPPORT AN OPEN SPACE NETWORK
REALIZE MORE RESILIENT, SUSTAINABLE, SOCIALLY ENGAGING, AND INNOVATIVE LANDSCAPE AREAS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY



RECOVERY PARK
REALIZE MORE RESILIENT, SUSTAINABLE, SOCIALLY ENGAGING, AND INNOVATIVE LANDSCAPE AREAS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY



EAST SIDE GARDENS
REALIZE MORE RESILIENT, SUSTAINABLE, SOCIALLY ENGAGING, AND INNOVATIVE LANDSCAPE AREAS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY



DRIVE EMPLOYMENT AND PURCHASING 
IN THE CITY 
LEVERAGE LARGE FIRM + INSTITUTION HUMAN RESOURCE NEEDS + BUYING POWER FOR DETROIT 
RESIDENT IMPACT



WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
LEVERAGE LARGE FIRM + INSTITUTION HUMAN RESOURCE NEEDS + BUYING POWER FOR DETROIT 
RESIDENT IMPACT



FOSTER SUPPORTIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS 
CONCENTRATE REINVESTMENT, CAPACITY BUILDING, AND OUTREACH IN ADJACENT AREAS



FOCUS HOPE + HOPE VILLAGE 
CONCENTRATE REINVESTMENT, CAPACITY BUILDING, AND OUTREACH IN ADJACENT AREAS



FOCUS HOPE + HOPE VILLAGE 
CONCENTRATE REINVESTMENT, CAPACITY BUILDING, AND OUTREACH IN ADJACENT AREAS



HACIENDA FOODS
CONCENTRATE REINVESTMENT, CAPACITY BUILDING, AND OUTREACH IN ADJACENT AREAS



SUPPORT SMALL FIRM DEVELOPMENT, 
TRAINING AND FINANCING 
BUILD A LARGER ECOSYSTEM OF INTEGRATED AND ALLIED FIRMS FOR BUSINESS TO BUSINESS SUPPORT



PROSPERUS + GS10KSB
BUILD A LARGER ECOSYSTEM OF INTEGRATED AND ALLIED FIRMS FOR BUSINESS TO BUSINESS SUPPORT



SHINOLA
BUILD A LARGER ECOSYSTEM OF INTEGRATED AND ALLIED FIRMS FOR BUSINESS TO BUSINESS SUPPORT



DETROIT
FUTURE

CITY


