
 Alliances with community and labor 
organizing: Building people power to 

address fundamental causes of 
obesity 

Jim Bloyd, MPH Cook County, Illinois, Department of Public 
Health 

Bonnie Rateree, Harvey, Illinois, Community Leader, Human 
Action Community Organization 

Felipe Tendick-Matesanz, Restaurant Opportunity Centers United 



“…pinpointing which dietary factors are  directly  
responsible  for  obesity  has proved  difficult.  
Food patterns  are  the result of complex 
interactions between  the person  and  the  
social and  economic environment.  Although  
individual  behavior  is  clearly  involved,  diet  
quality  is  reliably predicted  by education,  
occupation,  incomes  and  by other,  often 
unobserved,  indices of social class”[emphasis added]  

Adam Drewnowski (2012) 



Felipe Tendick Matesanz, ROC 
United High Road Coordinator 



Bonnie Rateree: School Bd Member-Master Gardener-
Leader, Human Action Community Organization 





PLACE MATTERS Model 

Source: G. 
Christopher, 
V. LaFronza, 
N. Burke 
(2010) 



Cook County PLACE MATTERS 



Recognition from Cook County, Illinois, 
Board President Toni Preckwinkle 

 
• “I want to thank the 

Cook County PLACE 
MATTERS team for this 
report…It’s shameful 
that we live in one of 
the wealthiest countries 
in the world and that a 
person’s life can be cut 
short by more than a 
decade because of 
factors outside her or 
his control.” 
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Average Life Expectancy (2003-2007) by Median 
Income of Census Tract/Municipality (2009),  

Cook County 

Source: Life expectancy calculated by the VCU Center on Human Needs from 2003-2007 data provided by Cook County Health Department: Median 
Income from 2009 Geolytics Premium Estimates. 
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Child poverty more than 6 times greater in 
Harvey, IL vs. North Suburban Cook County 

Source: CCDPH Community 
Profile 2006-2008 



Obesity Rates: North and South 
Suburban Cook County (2010-2012) 

Source: CCDPH Brief, September 
2013 



Two thirds of residents of south suburban 
Cook County, IL are people of color 

Source: CCDPH Community 
Profile 2006-2008 



Two thirds of residents of north suburban 
Cook County, IL are white 

Source: CCDPH Community 
Profile 2006-2008 



Metro Chicago:  Poverty Composition of Neighborhoods 
of Poor Children By Race 

Source:  Diversitydata.org, (2011, from 2000 Census Data) 

Neighborhood poverty level 



State sponsored segregation through 
finance-1930s HOLC Map 

“Geography does the work of Jim Crow laws.” 
john powell 

 





Restaurant 
Workers 

& 
 A Human 

Rights 
Movement 





Strengthening Voices in Policy on 
Education, Nutrition, and 
Neighborhood Conditions 



Thank you 
• Bonnie Rateree  
     Executive Director Human Action Community Organization  
     16028 S. Halsted, Harvey, IL 60426  
     bonnierateree@yahoo.com (708) 825-1116 (708) 953-1071 

• Felipe Tendick-Matesanz 
      Restaurant Opportunity Centers United  
      felipe@rocunited.org 

• Jim Bloyd 
     Cook County Department of Public Health  
     15900 S. Cicero Av., Oak Forest IL 60452  
jbloyd@cookcountyhhs.org (708) 633-8314 

mailto:jbloyd@cookcountyhhs.org
mailto:jbloyd@cookcountyhhs.org
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